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By MIKEO'CONNOR

Journal-News Writer
Although | prefer the heavier beor'ol' rock and roll,
thesweel while wine of Joni Mitchell is welcame. With
cach new album she gains popularity and is quickly
lbecoming a rock heavyweight coatender. (Excuse the
wording, Ihe Ali-Frazier

Heayyweight? Joni Mitchell, you say? You mean
she's il; Iheee stugging it oul with (he Jikes of I_!‘be
Holling Stones, the Allmans and (gasp) he Dead?

1 sure looks that way, Judging from her latest
album, “'Courd and Spark”, on the Asylum Jabel.

Once the almost exclusive properly of folk music,
Joni Mitchell now commands a wider audience, while
saerilicing nonc of her early intellectual purity.

She can still lead the wide-eyed listener fhrough a
wanderland of emotions, both pleasurable ard not. She
bares lier emotions on record for all to gawk at,
risking scorn simply to remain frue {0 her own sense
of honesty, She is the Irue poet, recording her
- everyday experiences into song and verse. 2

Rut, when a poctess becomes that good, her work
begins to sell for money. She becemes popular €om-
pany; her songs and words arc suddenly “in
demand”’,

Now she finds hersell in a fix. Playing the “star- -
game" makes her feel intensely_guilly. But she isn’t
ready, or legally allowed, {o back aut on legal con-
tracls und (he good bife (hey bring. The resulting
difemma for Joni Mitchell hecomes mare clear with
each new album.

On “Blue" and “For the Roses” particularly, she
, first broke into a wider appeal bracket. Her heart-

breaking hanesty ard elarily was soothing medicine in

a lop 40-wearied werld.

Bul now oz “Court and Spark”, a {rightening new
dimension cof Joai Milchell's sell-enforced honesty

&, deliberale deseriptions of her own
Jd War seem almest desperate. The
word “erazy™ is in several lines of lyric and phrases
like *“Mlipped- 4 “spaced-oul” are dropped with
alarming regulority.

The L. P. culminates m a bcn—hclu jaer_number

ol brilliant vocal) cal EJ “Twisted".
(Title is sell-explanatory.

Finally, a garish (nside-sleeve photo of her makes

the polertial listener an uncomlortable viewer.

Bul lpoking closely at the picture, a wildly haj
sense of release and [reedom can also be found. I think
Joni Mitchell may find the answer to he head's
problems in her music, and her own vast talents.

The musical sophistication of “Court and Spark™ is
alone enough Lo assure you Joni Mitchell has ber feet
irmly implanted in Mother Earth. She may be
“Mipped out,"” but crazy she ain't.

by gle “Raised on Robbery" is mot really
representalive of the album, excpel that it is con-
sistent with the change Jnni;hiitchegleis going through.
Fram her strict Canada backwoods upbringing she
(hrust herseli into @ world of “rock and roll men,”
drugs, spotlights and Lus Angeles, “the city of fallen
angels,” as she calls it.

ller sensitive, pouting style amid all the clamor of
rock has always been one of her most appealing
aspeels — like a socially aware princess leaving her
thrane (o wander pmong the rabble.

"Raised on Robbery” delights many new listeners
and shoeks the old. It's a good rock and roll tune with
tif rhythm guitar and  vocal which at ti i
tentinnally stilted, bul not at all lucking in ¢

- S : feeling.
L DI T AT FE T LR i ‘“’"g RTth.d sexually-colored lyrics of "ﬁnl;ld‘ngnn
abbery” offer further evidence that Joni Mitckell is
d l- m ! 1o longer an English Lit major’ singing from a
SU n CIY theater P-rogr.o S Bl Dodestar, Shi is haman, and sh s qist begun to
N A develop her full musical talents and potential.

Fvery Car Sommer (6 119K 2:90, 518, Her stylized jazz vocal on “Twisted” is as astoun-
.93, 112 ding as the song is bright and clever. Despair,
depicted in carlicr sengs on the album, is laughed at

by the album’s cnd. The sheer joy of singing is

‘medicize for Joni, apparently.
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| Primectent She experiments in_dreamy, almost euphoric
Uie Sfing (P01 1, 340, 5:55, 7:30, 250, saunds, mixed with reed insturments and sweet, sweet.
= i harimony structures. The music is wispy and fine, but
PRV ooy o AN il’s Wike a rainhow in its shining majesty.
Most of the tunes are slower-temypo. Some deal with
b v e, lost Tove with several hidden references to songs on
0 10210, K230 T earlier albums. Others explain the loneliness of the

rock and roll star, a loneliness, she says, can come

. o hrcase 1 close to pushing one off the edge.
Ash Walnesday 181 2. - oL N
AUNARRS PETURE R 6 s, I LSRN The songs are mostly aulohiographical, ur at least
3 " \ written to close friend: >
. Satiby The Kxarci 10 V0 48, 5, 70, ure almost crylng in despai
Vaaishing Wiklerpass (G1 1, 3,5.7,9 930 141 Spark,” “Free Man in Paris

of her roubled mind.
“People’s Parties™ ends with her wishing she had
more sense of humer 50 she ceuld “laugh it all away,™
o dice, though., “The Same Situation” starts the
cycle of loneliness all over again.
7 In “Just Like This Train'' her subile humor re-
emerges and she lakes Lold of her feelings, even
scolding herself for her shertcomings. “Troubled
Child" displays incredible insight, much as Van Gagh
painted his growing madness an canvas for all lo see.
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