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GENTLE WOMAN Pop music reviewed by Gmm;y —
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:I‘L‘}NI Hmﬁ‘“hﬂmtten sungs for -nthers. doncerns herself, and’ pmnis—in a “ stan-:l Py It’s ,lwes tllusions 1 recall/I  every ilem in her goed songs (" The
Tom ‘Rush, and the Fmrpnrt “‘Convention different part of the mind of a valuable. rf:.s:]u,r dnn’t know love at all” fiddle and the drum ™ is her only failure,
-have used her songs on'bhoth their albums. person, unique in place and hme, who "+ ghe pan't -grab, and s¢ may appear Decause its metaphors don’t Lave her
In~each case, I'd had*'the  idea of. an affects us and enfers us precisely hecause passive. Because she can describe herself 1wing in them), her faintest inflexion of
intrieate delicacy; but 13 intonations she will tell oniy her own story. - ' ' ¢ well .as others she can be a spectator  Voice or guitar can clearly indicate nules
in both' interpretations indi tedt that the She is Canadian,’ from Alberta; Her - ‘of herself. Now,,she's in another land, and ﬁ’ears of particular emotion. Coarsen-
*am ers didn’t own the songs they'd chosen.  hackgzround is placﬁd* into her songs by the contacts that once she made face to !N her voice with “ Reflections of love's

is one of those singers whose S0NZS  means of names and nouns used because . face are available to her by long-distance memories™ shows many failed offers. The
105@ tautness through musing: and Judy of what theq mean to her. “Valentines communication. “Telephone, even the Digh guitar, held that way, with her voice
Dyble, ihe original Fairport sin e

’ ger, .- maple leaves/tucked into a:paper- sound of your voice is still new/All alone Singing above and below it, in * Chelsea
aithough she feels her songs, -falls.to-. -ha-::lr. %’ Phutterscoten ;. Tain on shingles, 1 California and tziking to you.” Morning” has the mood of Gne siugio
charge them. An English gir] singing “ All - ypoftp s round -the harbour. “ There's a, “Tilfe"'seems a eallery of mementoes, day held pure and joyful. She refers to
alone in Carolina, and taiking to' you," ~sun show-every second/Now the curtam  nfectine her and her lindscape. She has Cionne Warwick, delicately, in 1 don't

for example, loses & critcial sense of plm:e. ngnﬁ, on a portrait of today.” Enow where I stand,” giving the song a
Fairport Coventlon, however, are a beautl .. Without wishing to be zlone, she has ﬂﬁfmwgﬁ‘ Ry aé’utﬁﬂ%”mﬁgﬁﬂlfﬁ poignancy not in the words. The odd slang
ful band, with a llE‘ht tactful thoughtful- hetume accustu;meg:l to herself. She has". amdl:r that they” become maore Ehc'l[""’E'd word m “Roses blue,” concerning a lady
ness that is good for m!:-mqnts of wakmg4 Athe? abeorption - of 'Eh]ldhund and, with” © with - méaning than the people who are lost in mysficism, makes the song clearly
ar drowsiness. TR e selfconsciousness informing her emotional now gone who placed them where they aEnnm: # real parion, and net just a peatty
All the songs on Cluuds Joni mtchelts traceries, an ability to look at herself, are. Her mind resembles that of the 597" :
album, are her owm. Her vore s pure;  and the other person, which makes truth  American Sonth, is fed intently upon - “Tts' lfe's fllusipns I recall/T' really
and shel.smgs with -spare acoustic guitar  mandatory, even at the cost of loss. “What  itself, Nevﬁrthelﬂss, she is young. She'll den't know lhife at all.” But she 'knows
accompaniment. 'When' I-say that her ‘will hapgwﬂn if I try/to put another heart not find love by seeking it out, but by herself, and fills the images of her illusion
songs are her own, I don't merely mean in him?" *“Picked up a pencil and wrote it embracing her with an entirely personal wilh herself. Jomn Mitchell 15  extra-
that she wrote'thém. She owns them, 'I love you'-in my finest hand/Wanted

) m%m ordinarily talented—amd—wovme, becanse
because each of them, different from the-- fo send it, but I don’t know where I epause she thinks and feels and means  she 15 herself, and her self 15 beautiful.
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