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10 CD box set

WITH CURRENT HIGH-FLYING
SONGBIRDS such as KT Tunstall,
Laura Marling and Joanna Newsom
citing herasa seminalinfluence,
Joni Mitchell’s seminal sway on
contemporary female song-
writingis as strongtoday as it
everwas. Like Bob Dylan, she has
becomethe benchmarkbywhich
allwho have followed in herwake
arejudged.

Read the reviews of any aspiring
new female singer-songwriterin
therockpress, andyouwillnot
getmore thana sentence ortwo
before Mitchell’snameis tossed
intothe debate. You simply cannot
write about female songwriting
without reference to Mitchell’s
extraordinarily consistentand
classy body of work, which defined,
refined and redefined the genre
severaltimesover.

www.hifichoice.co.uk

Thiswelcome collection
doesn’tclutter herlegacywiththe
customaryrag-bag of demos, out-
takes and other sundry bits of fluff
whichthe reissues market has now
decreed to be obligatory. Mitchell’s
artneedsno such padding and this
collection is exactly whatit says
itis— herfirstten studioalbums
recorded over a twelve-year period,
presented aswefirstheard them
inneatwallets with the original
artworkin an ergonomically-friendly
slim-line box.

Assuch, it'san essential
artefactin any house of culture,
asindispensable asthe complete
works of Shakespeare, a set of Jane
Austenandthe collected oeuvres
of Dylanandthe Beatles. Ifyou
don’talready ownthealbums,
oryouroldvinylcopies are too
scuffedandwarpedto play,
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This collection
doesn’t clutter her
legacy with therag-
bag of demosand
sundry bits of fluff

thenyou owe ittoyourselfto
orderthis special setnow.
Consistency of quality may
characterise Mitchell’s work, but
atthe sametime she never stood
stilland the artistic growth and
musical developmentacrossthe
105 tracksonthesetenalbumsis
breathtaking. Her early efforts such
as Song ToA Seagull(1968) and
Clouds(1969) showcase avoice
offragile purity accompanied by
acoustic guitar, often with strange
tunings, which give hersongsan
ethereal quality. Ladies Of The
Canyon(1970) and Blue(1971) are
musically more developed with
splashes of piano, but stillin the
introspective and confessional
templatewhich sheinvented —and
which, incidentally, differentiate her

Joni Mitchell:

“an extraordinarily
consistent and classy
body of work”...
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from Dylan, who of course hardly
ever sungabout himself.

ForThe Roses(1972) is more
expansive, both musicallyand
lyrically - Judgement Of The
Moon And Stars, forexample,
was inspired by the story of
Beethoven’s deafness. Court
And Spark(1974)is astep change,
chic, cosmopolitan and sassy,
withafullband soundanda
jazz-rockambience. Buther
experimentation had onlyjust
started. The Hissing Of Summer
Lawns(1975), Hejira(1976) and Don
Juan’s Reckless Daughter(1977)
constitute avisionarytrilogy which
took herjazzfusionstoanother
level, her sinuousvoice floating
over some startlingly innovative
rhythms and textures, her lyrics
dense and fullofwryand acidic
social commentary.

The boxendswith Mingus(1979),
aninventive collaboration with
jazz bassist Charles Mingus that
explored further new territory.
Mitchell’sartistry remains boldand
undimmed. Songwriting geniusin
everysense. NW
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