




JONI Wl~S lAUBElS ••• 
Whe n it comes t o giving laurels to th e po et s a m o ng o ur contemporar.y 

so ngwriters, t he fem ale of the species is o ft en. p assed by: T h e re :.is on is 
because t he re are so few lad ies aro und w hose ly ri cs are poetic . 

Now J O r MITCHEL L o n her firs t Reprise al b um sho uld se t t h e record 
straight. T his talente d young lady cer ta inl y knows h ow t o use w o rds as 
any o ne who has heard h er "Circle Ga me" and "U rge For Go ing" :.i lread y 
knows. 

The album is divided into t wo parts. Side one bears the title " I Ca me To 
T he City ," and side two is " Out Of T he City.And Down To Th~ Seasid~ . " 
T he th e mes of the individual songs on each side are set by the titl es w hich 
makes for a fascinating contin u ity in the album. 

Jon i's songs are very perso nal and autobiographical, which make them 
even more moving. Her voice set ju_st against a simple acoustic backing has 
an airy quality. 

The meaning of the songs isn't lost in a flash of words as it is with so 
many other of our contemporary songwriters either. Joni puts words 
together that not only sound good but are meaningful. She doesn't tease us 
with phrases that first seem t o say something, but don't stand upunder 
furth er analy sis. 

Joni and David Crosby , who produced this album, certainly have much 
t o be proud of. Although a few people have been aware of Joni Mit chell 's 
talent , let us hope that now whe will get the recognition she deserves . 

TH E JOSH WHITE JR. ALBUM (United Artists). On his first album for 
this co mpany , Josh Jr. displays his singing talents on songs like " The 
Impo ssible Dream," "Early Morning Rain," and "Goin ' Oul Of My Head. " 
Clearly he's gotten out of the folk bag and sings with a full orchestra 
backing him. The result is an album full of enjoyable listening. 

LINDA RONSTADT, STONE PONEYS AND FRIENDS, VOL. III 
(Capit ol). AU the Linda Ronstadt fans who have been holding their breaths 
waiting for another album, can now breathe deeply. Her vocal talents are 
well displayed on the selections here like Tim Buckley 's " Hobo ," Laura 
Nyro 's "Stoney End" and Mike Nesmith's "Some Of Shelly's Blues. " 

RANDY NEWMAN (Reprise). What a surprise to pick up an album by 
someone you aren 't familiar with and be delighted with what you hear. 
Such is the case with Randy Newman's album, for his songs express a lot of 
feelings we all \have and the lyrics express them uniquely. The vocal 
delivery is dry al\d sophisticated. Randy Newman is one singer and writer 
you 'll want to hear more from. 

PHLUPH (Verve). Here are a Boston group who really have a sound of 
their own to offer. The group (pronounced "fluff") do their own tunes and 
do th e m all well. 

Bl R THDA Y b y THE A SSOCIATION (Warner Bros.-Seven Arts). As 
Always, the Association have a beautiful new album to offer their fans. 
T heir singing is superb and the songs are tops. The Association are one 
group who can always be counted on to turn out fine albums. 

TH E UNITE D STATES O F AMERICA (Columbia). This new gr.oup 's 
use o f electronic music and the sophisticated production on the album 
!11 ake ~h eJ!l one o f t h e avant-garde in p op. T hose o f y o u w h o are iq te rest ed 
' !1 gettm g 1~to new and advan ce d contemporary pop music sh o uld certainly 
listen t o this album. 
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