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80 THE HENRY FORD OF BOOKS
By 100D S. PURDUM The planet’s best-selling author since
2001, James Patterson pumps out books, has TV

focus and unerring instincts. When it comes to what
he knows best, it’s his way or the highway. Photographs
by Gasper Tringale.

86 BALANCHINE'S CHRISTMAS MIRACLE

By LAURA JACOBS Fifty years ago, George Balanchine’s
production of The Nufcracker, the ballet blockbuster
that’s become an American holiday tradition, was
transplanted to its new home at New York City’s Lincoln
Center for the Performing Arts. It all began

with the tree . . . Photographs by Henry Leutwyler.

shows in the works, and champions causes with a laserlike
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AT A TIME Bottega Veneta and L.A.’s Hammer
Museum celebrate “Gala in the Garden.” Seth Meyers
hosts the N.R.D.C.’s comedy night in N.Y.C.
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meltdown and Ray Rice's assault on his fiancée (now wife),

5() THE IRONY AND THE ECSTASY

By MICHAEL KINSLEY For G.O.P. presidential contenders,
the apotheosis of the Reagan era is an article of faith.
They should be appalled by the Gipper’s actual record.
Illustrations by Barry Blitt.

38 THE CHINESE CENTURY 2y JOSEPH E. STIGLITZ
In 2014, China overtook the U.S. as the world’s largest
economy. The natural American reaction would

be to “contain” China—and that, says a Nobel-laureate
economist, would be a mistake.

In the year of Jay Z and Solange Knowles's post-Met-gala

the usually ho-hum elevator ride has provided high drama.
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