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2 Joni Mitchells — on TV and
album — are hoth worthwhile

BY RAY MARK RINALDI
Of the Post-Dispatch

There are two Joni Mitchells out
there these days. One that's secure,
satisfied and serious.

The other, well, you don’t want to
mess with her.

Meet the gentle Joni tonight dur-
ing “Painting With Words and Mu-
sic,” the legendary art-
ist'’s interesting foray
into the world of Pay-
Per-Vlew TV. Or dance *
with the dark Joni on
“Taming the Tiger,”
her new, and 19th, al-
bum. Both are rare of-

scored Grammy victories. Still,
she’s locked into the public con-
sciousness as the aging hippie who
sang “Circle Game” in 1969. Crit-
ics pine for the old stuff, or worse,
ignore her, all the while dubbing
every new female “the next Joni
Mitchell.” Radio wouldn’t touch
her and she hardly registers in the
on-going pop culture discussion we
all seem to be having.

But let her steam. It's
good for the rest of us.
“Taming the Tiger” is full
of little masterpieces.
Mitchell does the produc-
ing, a return to the
days of “Hejira” and
“Court and Spark.” The
result is an honest and
daring album. The high-
lights: the exotic “Harlem
in Havana,” the sexy
“Crazy Cries of Love” and
a cynicism-free cover of
the Sons of the Pioneer’s
“My Best to You.”

Optimism prevails as
well on the TV show, a
charming evening spent with a re-
laxed pro. Mitchell designed the
set, herself in the center and her
audience around her on sofas.

With ex-husband Larry Klein
playing bass, she pulls out favorites
like “Woodstock® and “Taxi” and
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