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Joni Mitchell &
The L. A. Express

Miles of Aisles

Asylum Records
Double Album

THIS = ane of those rare records
that you would buy withoui hav-
ing heard 6 Jond Mitchell  be-
lomgs to that elite group of singer/
sonpgwriters  that have mmpeccable
volces, poctlc sofngs and o wham
mushe ix o way of blfe. But she
has the odge over others of her
callbre (ke ber cousin Judy Caol-
ling nnd Joan Baer) because she
an establish o personnl relation-
ship with her andience.

Gf counrse thent™s ho  SUDSCYLEEe
lor seeing the lady live, but this
Hwe recarding comes awlid  close.
Its complete with Joni's chats to
the auwdence angd helr rapluous
responiset.  She sails through all
her very best scngs with practised
e, adding Hitle perzonal Inter-
jeclicns here and there, with what

iz undoubiedly o of the mast
sweet ond relnxing volces that
youl'll ever have e pleasure o
hearing this side of Heaven.

Ope of the dmawbacks of LHve
double - mlbums s ot theyr ane
wsaally puat oout by establislsed

musiciang who have plso relessed
collections of thelr greatest hits
(Bob Dywlan, the Beach Boys ete.)
Bul Joni has not, and even if you
have the gongs cdane here on hes
cther albums, they ame nok 'ﬂli!'jﬂi:
dome with the backing of the L.A.
Express, This group, one of the
Dest to cofme out of Americh e
oeratly, add what can best be des-
eribed s A Jez-archestmted folk
backing, Gosd voar should henr Lhe
plana.y They provide Sech a cons
glsbent, swinging back-up ‘that Joni

cin ude her woloe W o oeEmphasize
crnotion rather than melody.

One of Joni's unipue talents s
that 2l can Mecount very pain-
Il personal experiences n sguch a
romantic fmmework and with suach
i Biiter-aweet volte that you anvy
her éven her hemrinches, For this
reason I preler o KHslen 10 Der
over headphones while sittng
smoking o the dark.:. But the
backing of the LA EXxpreis glves
even the snddest songs ("Last Time
I Saw HRichinrd™, “Henl ool F‘n':_
Free”) such an energpetic beal that |
the people in the "Beaver™ offlce
wire rocking round the Aoar.

All that and s ol some Dew
sonigs nnd exeellent pletures of the
lovety 1“11}' ton,  AmMazing stufl

J.8.




