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By Peter B. King

The Pittsburgh Press

__“Night Ride Home," Joni Mitchell. Geffen
(i her 16th album. Jond Mitchell shuns much

of the high-lech production she embraced on her
past two recordings. With whm more

{Iur than and Larry

in a style that recalls Jaco
FPastonus. abum sounds somewhat like
1976's “Hejira™

Some reviewers are calling “Night Ride
Home™ a retum to top form for Mitchell, but
that's a litthe much. Some T0s efforts ke “Blue

“Court and Spark” and “Hejira” lrelun!lolr.-p

Smee then, Mitchell's woice has lost some of
its range and sweetness. What's more, she no
longer misters endiess, effortless musical and

hncal invention. Rather than pushing bound-

anes. “Night Ride Home™ reprises some of her
earber musical and verbal themes, But if Miteh-
€l can no longer surpass hersell. she still beats
most of the current pack,
Accompanied by whal sounds like electroni-
sampled erickets, the album's unassuming
track tells of a woman and the man she

pves returming home one night But u-.e “Night
I-'..dr Home™ Uthe also speaks 1o the album's
c;n_mu ith Mitchell's youth in Saskatch-

L-J..’

nmdﬂﬂedhw:hg]m L= s a swang tune
called “Ray's Dad's Carﬂﬂr The teenage
narrator coos about her romance with the son of
the math teacher oul b} the blue lights on the
arport mad and small-town life in the S0s
comes alive

Just as vivid but bieaker, “Chemkee Loiss™
tells of an Indian child who nns away from
abusive parents
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At 47, Joni Mitchell takes a look back
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E&:m clear-eyed hackward d “Night
Home.”

“Vodou ae.” Boukman Eksperyans.
Mango -taﬂ'gl
¢ Superstars in their native Haiti, Boukman
Eksperyans makes heavy use of traditional
riythms and melodies from the Vodou religion
and from rara, a festival

They mix them with high-tech production and
curreni Carbbean A synthesizer mimics
the hooling of & trumpet. Traditional
;‘:ﬂnu drums mesh with slap-and-pop electric

55

The band's rooisy approach has helped steer
Haili's pap music scene away from Lhe compas
and rock-compas bands that had dominated for
30 years Boukman's success reflects 4 new.

“Chiclete com Banana (Chewing Gum With
Bananas!™ is a witty comment on the imvasion of
American mass culture. Translations of the
Portuguese are included

(Peter B. King is The Pitsburgh Press pop
musie critic.)

On “Night Ride Home,"" Joni Mitchell reprises
some of her earlier musical and verbal themes.
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