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reneiwed interest in the art of
song interpretation have
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Moreover, they're expanding the
songhook, bringing in new compos-
ers and unearthing ones that
should have been included years
ago. Here's a look at five new re-
cordings that should please dis-
cerning cabaret fans.

Ute Lemper
“Punishing Kiss"

The future-of cabaret has arrived
with this record, the latest from the
German singer and actress that
Europe has been fawning over for

Gabaret music is a hot commodity in recor

“Punishing Kiss" is a down- .

years.
and-dirty album that dwells in a
dark, violent world of love and loss.
It's perfectly cynical and full of
surprises.

Lemper honors cabaret’s core.

All Laughed” and “Ten Cents a
Dance” in this post-punk musical
age. But Kaye honors this materi-
al's place in musical history and by
taking it seriously, she makes it re-
spectable and worth a new listen.

ap-

L annoy
some. But the Enrm.atmﬁuws the
singers warmth to come through
and it is considerable. For informa-
tion on this record, call toll free at
877-458-9900 or www.mady-

kaye.com.

Jane Monheit

Wit ber debut recording
vocalist Jane Monheit
something cabaret desperate
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Joni Mitchent Stormy Weath-
“Both Sides Now" er,” a sensual
“You're My
Thrill.” But there

are also tender readings of over-
looked gems like “Comes Love,” “1
Wish I Were In Love Again” and
“Answer Me, My Love.”

This is a record for hard-core
cabaret fans, follm who appreciate
a singer squeezing every drop from
a lyric. Mitchell slows it all down
and conjures a confident perform-

ding industry

ance exploiting the peaks and (be-
casue of her age) the evolving
valleys of her voice. A lesser artist
might want to jazz it up a little,
make this an easier record to listen

George Michael
“Songs from the Last Century”

When this record appeared on
the shelves
earlier this
year, it was
roundly dis-
missed by crit-
ics and ignored
by Michael's le-
gion of fans.
They weren't
wrong, they
were just look-
ing for some-
thing different
from a guy who
e fs co
doing pop and
rock.

On the surface, “Songs™ appears
a disheveled mix of material, ev-
erything from “Brother Can You
Spare a Dime? to “Wild is the
Wind." But it works because Mi-
chael chose several well-worn
pieces that still retain plenty of
room for ion. Older
hits like “I Remember You,” get a
fresh dramatic reading while a
newer “standard” like the Police
single “Roxanne” is turned into a
desperate lover’s plea.

It's a self-assured recording and
Michael plunges into “Where or
When" as boldly as he does U2's
“Miss Sarajevo” and “First Time
Ever I Saw Your Face." It's an in-
teresting career turn for Michael,
though it probably won't pay off.

—

Copyright © 2016 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



