Cehabitation — realistic view of marriage

by Cathie Willix
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“Joni Mitchell personable in concert

Bm light and pestry reflecied from
Joni Mitchell's gaitar snd played on the ob-
wiously muasses at her March X3

axtemsdind her credentials as an inmovatar

fos writing “The Weight.'

A dgmnuidon of mood and music took
plice when Jond Matchell stepped on and,
withoist pause, began a continsous series al’
wlections. The new soumd included all -
ants of the bl:IHq! and wis locused and

and & artid. Asoig bher o, =Bt
Sides Mow™ (slong with “Chelses Moming™
and “Michssl From The Mowntains™
which were also recorded and populariced
by Judy Collins) is probably the song For
which g is most widely known. But be-
wand lywical and mmunﬂ,mn.m
writer, Jani Mitchell again o

the instramenial ened vocal expertise neces:
sy for free, sensitive expression.

The back-up band opened wrih l_|nl1|.ng
warmaup of mck and jerr improviesations.
The audsence was impatient; almost amy-
thing thal delayed the arrival of the main
attraction was bound to alienate. Nevertha-
kess, despite the exiramecus volume and
somewhal tour de force thenes, Tom Scatl
md the LA Expresm prosemiled naole-
warhy abilities individually and ai & unil
Tom Scotl misllipemily emplayed & weabls
mray of woodwinds and meedy ad he ked
percussionint Guerin, electric pianiic Sam-
ple, bas player Felder, and guitarisn Rob-
hie Robsertagn, Robertson is known for as-
sociation with The Band and Dylen, and

joned = ull pans around Jomd Mit-
chell's woice, guiinr and pisno. The back-up
blemded extremely well with her strong
wokce, and song after sbng the performance
came across will precision, sparkle, snd
abillity. The timps passed during an enpro-
visalian from For The Roses; ber range is
nod infinite, but in @ game of mmitation she
copled with her woice any run that Roberi-
san coald fleger on the guitar. The crowd
mpproved.

After only a half an hour the first
spoiken wards abruptly created ancther
tramsition, “be back in 15 or 2007 The mis-
sic was exoellent, but it seemed that audi-
ence and onstage had motl meally mel cach
olher yel.

Shé reappeared wearmng 4 Mowing hlus
Tormal and accompanied aaly by hed gai-
tar, She swm sopped to ik bo the
crowd—a mlaved sort of light, satirical
monakyps:—on dreaking snd Woodsiock,
her own recenl humanissian effons in
Canada and Califosnia, snd |I'!1.I'I.g in the

Ts, It was a3 werbal smile which notably
improved the coneert, She thought that in
every meligion there are “‘Some who are
truly enlighbened * She admitied eoology-
mindedness - them confessed, “But | ligter.™

Then for two Bours Ehe crowd appeeci-
abed & seleclion from all her albisi, Well
knowen favariies foom Closds and Sisbesbell
Lane recerved large pruise. A few blues of
the deepest kind, taken from Blue, were
sung with piano envd dulcimer and com-
Ebuted 1o the mood. Late in the perfoms-
ance Jani Mitchell an gians pouned fork
ghe title soeg “Blue” with &l 182 leeling 3
choming sumber might receive.

The comeen was stnsctussd sround ma-
sic from the albums For The Rosss, which
wis released this past Fall. end Comart snd
Spark, rebeased in February. Croshy and
Mash, Jose Feliciano, Cheech and Chong
did mot (unfortunately) appear to con-
tribiin as they had for the recording of
Courl and Spark. Mevertheless, all songs
were [aithfully parfonmed. [t was a concert
ol new music; B crowd gave full afben-
ton. Them was an opeaness of attibsde in
the relalbionship. [ was pechags a reflection
of the hyncy

My il TUFD Yomar gaee an me

Weighing the beauty ssd the imperfection
To see if I'm woethy

Like the chusch

Like & cup

Like a mather

You wansl me 1o ke truthful

Joni Mitchell™s lyrich mol often deal
with human siluatices and ong b one e~

tonships. The closing song “Raised On
Fobbery™ is a berawtihad example; il & the
scene of an encounler between fwo peophe;
a man who i distincly characierized in
only three apeming limes of penile rock, and
§ fescimaring persosality introduced |y
*Along comes a lidy in lacy deeves | She
mys..." Them the maim body of the song
leomsiting of the lady's tallking) explodes
in sensuous rock sed roll. AL that poimi
Joni Mischell becomes an sctress m sound;
the fine varations of her voice are & touch
ol pendas.

Afber a paclonped avabion, Joni Mitchell
reappeared with muharluuﬁh:mz
encare, “Twisied = Halfway through (at
(heech snd (ong™s p‘rnwhue Ruhﬂun.-n
and Scott d the Ewp
she talkeed; firsi to the back-up on the sab-
ject of whether or not Geeerin wis twisiend,
mnd then ito the audsence. She called for
fiall howse lights to remove the “vaowam
out there™ and then continued o explain
* . ..we all pol twisted a litthe somewhere
along the way ... we all have litte cork-
screws in our souls. . . . " And then she fin-
ished b song. bepnning with lines that
malch her fine style:

They &y & a child

lappeared & livthe bt wild

With all my crazy idess

Hut I knew whit ws happening
1 knew | was a genius . .
‘What's so strange when you know
That ¥ou're a wizard ai three

| knew that this was meant to be,
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The Harrad Expeviment
By Robert H. Rimmer
Sherboume Press, 19646

Ml}-ﬂfdll'n.hg nowelist Robert Rimsmer
hoklly progeosiicsied in o8 September,
1973, PMaybey imterview, “In the next
quiter of § cenbary, a8 & nation, we will
hawe restwied our sewual values™ Deber:
mined to influence thet resssessment of
mexual ethics, he has i " the

For they. ioo, ae seling seaual Treedom
wilhout socmal meaning.

Thee & the same nearals, sxphoiialive
socwty whose capitaliziog capitalisia an the
Bantam Hook Company persersely adwes-
Eard e papeiback editicon of The Hamsd
Experimenl a “The Sex Maniieico of ihe
Free Lowe Generation.” Rimmer does nol
alvocate “free bove:” an (ke comleary, e
alvocates responsible sex,

Al mythical Harad Callege im Cam
bridge. Massachusetts, a hand-plcked group
of 1 college feeshamen share living quar
ters and sometimes beds with roommates
of the Gppoaiie s2x in 2 pilaf stody of value
receientation and reindoctrinatson. Sexual
infercourse—wilh varying parknen., il s de-
sined —is encouraged, and conlrsceplive de-
wice® and cousislling s provided,

Thess students aliend clases 3 neigh-
boring undwemities whene they will esmn
their degrees. DNreector Phillip Tenhsusem
seackss ane ol the two coursss requared st
Ih;r.ld. o gargasivan reading and lecture

led “Humen Valwes.™ The

thoughts of such pﬁtpq;u:l ard propa-
gandists a5 Abrsham Maslow, Peter Berioc-
¢, Eric Fromm, and Hugh Hefner with his
o generadly palatable style and am inces-
sant jdealism imto the literary embodinseni
of a Hefnerian fantasy. The Harrad Exgeri-
memk.

This book is Rismer's srdosic attack
on conlemposery American moradity and
its seli-genteped, exphoitative, and often in-
humane approach io sex. *A good portion
of the (adult¥) world,” Rimmer notes, (i)
ohviously on & sexual merry go-nound , with
evegyone who (is) manried trying to caseh
new hirmss rimgg s it whrl{s) by."

He also berates the psychiatric snd coun-
selling joms for their fadure to iden-
tify with their clients and iheir teadency io
be foften © 1 judgemental.
And he poimls out thel college students
have had no mose saccess in subjugating
the dictates of libide than have thedr elders,

other course st Harrad is physical educa-
tloe—Esiken au narurel.

Thee stary is relaied through the journals
of twno pairs of roommates; o sevies of vig-
meties, as it wene, detniled enough to make
John Woolman and the other pious sigh-
irenth-cemtury pournalists shudder. Candid-
by, they iell of their initial sxual encoun-
ters with each other and the anxieties en-
tailed im the couwrse of their social reindoc-
trination. *

The plot follows thess Rimmerian pro-
teges s they evolve indo model Harrad stu-
dents; sll-anderstanding. emalnally ma-
ture and crusading idealists. They lament
the plight of ihe uswasbed masses, and, lar
their combined semior thesis in Human
Walues, they enlisi ihe ialemiz of another
couple o plan o wiopian siate i which
everyane i enlightened. The three couples
eventually live together communally . daing
postgradmte study and caring For the s

that Bwao of the girls have mothernsd

From such plol sinsciures are pomnno-
graphic books ofien procrested. But Him-
mer's portrayal of sexual encounders is
neitber disgustingly explicii mot prunent.

Rimener is mot interested im boveles sy
For him, meansrgful ierccene & nod a
comquest, but = usconditional surressder
of man’s commoes neurotic and paranoiac
defenses.

Though he is decidedly agnostic, Rim-
mer's definizion of lovwe & remarkably somi-

“Inieligemi men and women who
Aave achueeved o greater ability fo rrgson
are partly oubnumbered by the noemal,
the avevagr. thr greul e of people
who will label them win Aoleies and
castipare fhem an divigres, amad Onooee
deag hawal Py will wondler witerher i i1
J wortendile fo B e IRACPAIGTT I/ BT

e

Robert H. Rimmer

The Harrad Experiment

lar to (he ideal bove described in | Corin

vaizon of maskind undaunted, Rimsmer as-
seris that education and reandocirimation
can evendually mshape modern  moral
thought, He Furiber adds that if man o o
undersand himsedl snd his woeld, he mos
alas bears 10 comanunicace effecively.

The book is hardly a literary chassic;
quite often Rimmer s foo smplistic, and
his. thesis statements becoene mepelitive 1o
the poid of banalily. The chassctei alao
srmonite exlsavaganily at the expense af
their credibainy,

The kst kalf of The Harrad Experiment
dipremes pampanily , as Rimmer gropes for
miw weene (o secapituleie obd these Print
ing oaly the first hall of the book would
have eliminated much of its tedvem end en
hameed thoughtprovocstion.

Despite these problems and the fact that
few of Himmer's insights are novel, it is
easy 1o become infatuated with the work
of an umapodogetic amd pedentless idealist.
The walue of ths book i in its ideas.

The charmcters muse, ™Can car utopia
ever be actusdired™ Your answer 1o thair
query peflecis your own degree of conli-
dence in humanity and will, guaite likely,

thians, 13, Sex is the uk e
of thai lave,

The Harrad Experimeni presents Him-
mer's edecti, husanidic philosophy of
life. He envibons & “society snd oulture
that Is emsabionally end meniafly in comtrol
of iteelf."* Man cos combinue to pull Rimself
up the evoluticnary ladder, enriching and
intensifying the human experience. Ome of

P

fluence your reaction io the book,

Rimemer has described himself a2 2 wiier
who thanks be cam mene the woeld s o
busily trying 1o fimd 3 place 1o pur the ful
cruen, Hit carlier mowels, That Gid From
Boston a5 The Rebellion of ¥ale Marrall
sy deal with condroversial social and
maonl iswses.

Whether or mot The Harrsd Expermment

the protugonists fens the ulti
goal of the Harad experimend. “We are
practical idealisis ushering in the Age of
Peaitive [Hasemt.”

Rimmer is nol & wsual ssarchin; he
realizes that society must esisblish siand-
ards of moral cpaduct or civiizatson will
crumble. He also sdmits that mosi of the
world is nod yet ready for the Hamsd expe-
nEneE.

Hiw faith i the potental humanistic sal-

o willl mmowe the world remaing to
be sen. There has certainly been no majos
sacial upheival since the publication of the
book im 1966, hut The Hurd Experimmi
his made s author somewbat a cultist lig-
uie. 5000000 copies of the book Rave
been sold, so there is just reasom bo bidieve
that Rimmer and the philoiophy he s in-
def; advocabes may inluence ke
evolution of American sexu=l standards.

~ by Pl Barker



