RECORD & POPSWOP MIRROR SEPTEMBER 28, 1974

SEEING how The Rubottem are mich a popular group
with you, dear readers, we thought you might like a
chance @ gotto know them a bit better. So, starting this
week, and continuing for the next fow weoks, we'll be
fenturing a letter from each of the band, written
specially for you. We kick off this week with a note
from Alan

Dear Record and Popswop Mirror readers,

Well this can't be bad — feet up, sunning
myself In the South of France at the end of
six weeks on the road back In Britain. Not
thal we didn’'t enjoy every minute of it but
everyone deserves a break now and then

John's gone leaping off to Spain and
Tony's in Malta somewhere. Bill, Pete and
Mick I'm not too sure aboul but hopefully
we'll meet up again in London at the end of
September prior to the start of our first
European Tour

Everything seems lo have happened so

I'M RELIABLY in-
formed that a
Frenchman eats
each meal three
times . . . he dis
cusses what he’s
going to eat before-
hand, discusses
what he's eating
during th actual
meal, and then
discusses and
other meals after
wards. It's a bit like
that with anything
resembling the
Wembley shindig a
coupl of weeks
back. Much dis-
cussion before, dur
ing and after

o

Due sures of
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quickly looking back over the last few
months. Back In April none of us would
have dreaml that we could have sold over
three million records by September — but
nobody's complaining

We're going to be
early November o
release of our new single and hopefully
we'll squeeze In another tour before
Christmas we should have more hats lo
glve away by then. Sorry we could only give
a couple away per gig last time, but the
manufacturers were having problems and
we quite simply didn't have enough

Anyway, musl go now as a lovely French
lady seems to have lost a bit of her bikini on
the beach I'd beller go and help her find
it!

Bye for now

back In England by
coincide with the

Alan

work (cough, cough), 1
only made 1t in Ume for
the appearance of Jonl
Mitchell — however, my
early scout reported
sadly on (he performance
of The Band, although
Jesse Colin Young wasn't
too bad, he added. Joni
Milchell has long been a
favourite on my wind-up
gramophane, and vocally
she was superdb. The only
trouble was_ Unless you
are right at the front, you
couldn’t see a thing and It
was a bit like spending a

MANY
running thelr
but when they
the problems of
the rignt
and findlr
they give ug
the

Probably the
problem Is that
wauld-be DJ's am not
wchalcally minded, so
choasing disco equipment
Is often baffling. Terms
like RMS Watts, Music
P PFL. and many
sthers, often confuse
rather than help. Let's
ct through the fancy
words and get down to
basics

Fimtly you need a good
Discotheque console
This must have twin
decks, mixer with taders
for deck | and deck 2, and
a separate mic. channel
Also very important (s a
headphone monitoring
facility, so yas can start
your records on cue
some people call this
PFL, Le prefade lis
ten). Next you need n
good amplifier. The ideal
power mting for small to
medium dzed gigs would
be 70-100 watts (check
that the power rating is
RMS watts as this gives
the true rating) Then all
you need are speakers 1o
match your amp micr
ophane and hea dphones

There are many firms

think of
wn disco
consder
getting
wgether
book ings
80 wh

people
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Getting It
On The Road

couple of hours in the
park listening to her
albums. That aside, she

Strutting and singing and
playing, and the crowd
coming to life for what
was most enjoyable — the  was really the first time
only exception being that day. Joni (rotted on
when she tried to get the and off doing snaiches of
crowds singing along and  back-up vocals and they

failed miserably Tom loved IL. All the old
Scott and L. A Express favourites, done together,
played along with her, done alone, each one

taking itin turns tohave a
little chat

apart from a half hour set
they did on thelir own, and

they proved what a fine As & sentimental
band they are journey. It was a mighty
miccess. ! just wish I'd

Forty minutes break taken palr of binocu:
and then THEY ware on inrs Sue By rom
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making and s (ing disco
gear around the country
%0 you have plenly of
chales, and the price you
wauld have to pay for a
complete sound mystem
wauld range from Q0

(400. The only extra apart
from records would be a

lighting system, which
w comt around 176
complele. If you look
dq and choose
ly, you can put
fimst disco on Lthe

road for amund (300 If
you haven't got the rea dy
cash most i rms offer HP
50 all you have to find s
\he depontt

One final point. Before
you actually arder your
gomr do make sure (i fila
into your vehicle!

Next week 1 shall be
talking about how to
promote mare bookings
for your disen If you
have questions for his
colummn drop me a line

ROGER SQUIRE

Puinss send me mors delails & BiHGomme

Name.
R d&f%s
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