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Music
. . . If her new release, “Taming the Tiger”  ing autobiographical slant. “Harlem in dent of rape involving American servicemen
lonl Mlt e ls (Reprise), lllumone!hm; it’s that Havana” concerns a young white girl who in Okinawa: “The general offered no apolo-
Mitchell's great craft and defiant spirit becomes entranced by the sound of black  gies/ He said, “The soldiers erred in judg-
o remain by decades of record-  music, a tale inspired by Mitchell's child- ntnl/'l'heylbouldhmhndnhoohr'/
stl ma asever ixumdw-:hmiﬂmﬂnnmﬂowig hood encounter with a traveling burlesque  No apologies/ To the
over the years, Mitchell seems more deter-  show. “Auntie Ruthie would have cried/ if No‘Sonyiﬂleﬂi’/'l‘hemmnlonk
Still around: At 54, Joni proves mined than ever to express herself candidly  she knew/ we were on the inside,” she
=l p! in a pop world she believes is almost entire-  sings. Another chapter of her life apparent- Mndnﬁm:reiunnuu-nlgunar
she can keep up with popular ly driven by hype and profits. She vents her ly inspired “Face Lift,” which involvesa  and keyboard harmonies to create an atmo-
female si P half contempt for the record industry’s starmak-  mother and daughter trying to square their  spheric glow. Several of the sparse arrange-
i smgngme? . crmachineron the bum's tide irack.  rrecoacilble views of sexuaiy. ments are further enhanced by the soulful
r age iger declaring, “I'm a runaway Other songs take a shape, a longti
o0y record biz/ from the hoods in the hood and literary device Mitchell d a long honi: WmShomrmdmemmble
By MIKE JOYCE the whiny white boys./ Boring!" time ago. And yet for all her deft wordplay,  jazz drummer Brian Blade. The most sur-
Special to The Washington Post Say what you will about “Taming the there are times when she doesn't ask the prising performance, finds Mitchell
5 Tiger,” boring it's not. Mitchell exploresa  listener to readbetween the lines. Anger reprising the Sons of the ' senti-
Whikianllewrila‘lhllt wide range of themes on the album, ndlnguhhnde-dymdznlmhcrw mental hit “My Best to You,” with the help
her age and with half her talent continue to  addressing both social and personal issues,  ing verse and in the sound of her voice, of pedal steel guitarist Leisz. The old
be touted as “the new Joni Mitchell,” the and in so doing reveals anew her special whu:hhnmdarkumdnwrem cowboy song evokes a brimming with
current Joni Mitchell, now 54, uesto  gift for composing artful, thought-provoking  sive. On “No Apologies,” she does nothing cheer, an old-fashioned notion that
Y pop music, Ling ballads laced with airy jazz harmonies. Two to conceal the outrage she felt upon hear- bring this frequently disquieting
albums full of poetry, passion and opinion. of the most memorable songs have a reveal  ing how the military dealt with a recent inci- album to a comforting close.
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