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Mitchell, Browne Release Quallty Albums

by Anthony Costanso
As that catch-all musical *
category we. call rock :atmlta
Iy, ot lenst
into its third decade, all mcl com-
moissenrs must begin to wonder if
any nrtist will survive this century
and beyond, merit a position of
worth for musical and lyrical ac-
complishments _ which ranka
favorably with the masters and
thas achieve immortality {which
in cosparison to musical geniuses
guch nt Beethoven, Bach, Verdi,
ple., may Spem pompous; it must
e remembered that rock is one of
the initial wtilizations and ex-
pressions of -a new vehicle of
mosie — electronic). Recently,
two artists who pessess the poten-
tial amd ability  to reach this
Valhalla released new albums.
Joni Mitchell and Jackson
Browne, who record for the
prestigioue Asylum label, are
known for poetic sensitivity and
erpression combined with mosical
ingenuity.

Joni MitchelFs eclectic musical
naturs is well esteblished The
early Folkie known for her open
tunings and vibrato, assumed a
pap stance with the wonderfully
seceasible Court and Spark (as jts
threa hit singles indicated), and a
progressingly exotic jazz inspired
mannerism in Hejira, During the
aame 10 album period, her lyrical
spproach has also been allered.
The poetic volnerability of the
hepeless romantic seen for exam-
ple in the lamentable “Blue has
developed through time and swe-
cega into the construction and

“Recently, two artists who possess the potential and ability
to reach this Vathalla released mew albums. Joni Mitchell

and Jackson Browne . ..

are known for poetic sensitivity

and gxpression combined with musical ingenuity.”

telling of verbal fantasies such as
thise on The Hissing of Summer
Lawns. Prosently, however, Mit.
chell has mado the greatest
metamorphosis of her career and
sifnulianesusly risked a great por-
tion of her moastrous following
The product of this ambitions new
wventure s a two record set en-
titled Don Juan's Heckless
Daughier. Tt js an avant garde ex-
plocation of stylized jazs combimed
with the artist's folk oriented
roots. It iz essily Mitchell's most
insccessible album and will
require lomg and intense listening
to be appreciated. The side long
*Paprika Plains" for example, is a
brosding,” rambling  pianoc-
dominated sonata highlighted by a
shifting melodic” appropch, And
contrary to pest works the lyrical
vere of the album is escapism
lified - by * the p i
directed and dominated “Otis and
Marlena" and the rhythmic
“Direamland” (what with a dif-
ferent arrangement would make
an excellent hooked filled single,
as Roger McGuinn's version
ilustrated). These observations
are ot meant to portray that Don
Juan's Reckless Daughier is void
af pop like stylizing. With a catchy
beat, “Cotton Fields" and Off
Might Back Street” would hold the
attention of the most staunch easy
listening fan. The most fascinating

cut of all though is the title track.
Tt more than anything, represents
the finished canves of where Joni
Mitchell has come from, is, and
will be going Featuring open
tuned ‘electric guitar,  Jaco
Pastarius’ obligato bass, masterful
harmonies and Mitchell's won-
derfully controlled voice, it is a
gem which backs my aforemen-
tioned conmotation that Joni Mit-
chell is an artist to be reckoned
with,

Jackson Browne must be placed
ahove the first rank of recording
artists, He, unlike the majority of
: mporary artists, [ives his
Browrnie's vocal style,
sm and melodies reflect an
endearing, innocent carnest in-
tenzity that revesls him as a
classic romanticist of immense
sensibility. Mo album mirrors
these revelations more than The
Pretender, in which Browne
agonizes heart, mind, and soul

Joni Mitchell-

with the suicide of his wife (why is
it that the most horrible slways
happens te the mast vulnerable)
and himself. It is a monimental
work of which there is no com-
parison.

Yot from a different point of
view Brownes new album Run.
ning on Empty is just as valuable,
An ambitiohs recording, it s
unique in many wiys, It is a live
album containing entirely new
material recorded . onstage, in
hetel rooms and unbelievably as it
mEY seem, on & s (one can sc.
tually hesr the motor humming in

the bockground on the song en-
titled “'Nothing But Time™). This
record iz sociclogically im-
dispensible, for it supplies the
listener with the true portrait of
the performer on tour. And as
Rullirm Stone M agazine remarkad,
it is “an aurs equivalent of fllm
director Robert Altman's wor
It lyrically possesses tunes
desling with boredom (“Nothing
But Time” “The Road™) how
some  deal with the boredom
(“Cocaine”, “Roaie™), the endless
lineup of cities (“Shaky Town™)
exhaustion ("Running on
Empty"), the roadies {"The Load-
Out") and the fans ("Stay”)
Musically, it is excellent,
featuring fine perfarmances by the
best backup musicians America
has to offer and the ever im-
proving Browne vocals. Most im.
portantly though, it reveals that
Browne has finally come to grips
with the death of his wife and his
depression. For unlike “The
Pretender™ many al the funes are
upbeat and possess hints of
. humor. But probably the greateat
demonstration that life nmust go on
is the picture on the back of the
accompanying booklet.

Simon Strikes Gold Again

y Beth Janke
If MNeil Simon dossn't get an
Dsear for his exceptional screen-
play, then the Academy Awards
are surely fixed. Although it would
have taken a moron not fo see the
ending long before it happened.

Town House Rates “Good”

by Joe Welah

There are  neighborhood bars
and there are neighborhood bars.
A bad neighborhood bar contains
one television set (blaring High-
way Patrol reruns), one brand of
beer (minus & head), and seven
former security guards (cus-
tomers), A good bar, on the con-
trary, is full of lively people,
told beer and features en-
tertainment. Sometimes this en-
tertainment is spontanesas — the
police call this psamult and bat-
tery.

An example of u good bar is the
Town Howse Tavern located on
Fronkford Avenue in the North.

by Barbara Harrison

The Brandywine River
Hm:um. Routa 1 in Chadds Ford,
Fa,is 0 marvelous tribute to arts
crofts notive to the Phils
defphia aren, Works. by the fomaous
Wynth family as well as those by
Hownrd Pyle and the McCoy and
Hurd  families represent more
than a contury of important con.
hitions to American art. Bet on
the banks of the Brandywine
Nirer, the glussed walls of this
fuslic thres-story museum offer o
hrollhtskmg view. For the am:
5, & mile-long trail winding
w8 the river bank reveals aome
€ the beantiful countryside so
"ividly depicted by the local ar-

HNuw  through ‘May, the Bran-
dywine museam  will feature
“American Art and Histration."
i exhibition whish includes three
Encerations of Wyeths, Maxfield
ulﬂuh and George Cope: A selec-

lion of sculpture by Pirks and
Hurvoy will alan be on disglay.
Well worth the visit and well
(#urth the price, admission to the
Tandywine River Musenm i
L5 for adults, .76 for students
“"'ﬂl hoars are from 930 to 4:30
iy,

east  glums  of Fhiladelphia.
Established as a middle age hang.

out, the Town House eventually
made the progression 1o o rock
and roll bar, It features live en-
tertninment administered by top
aren groups (Jasper) It alse
features @ large crowd which
sumetimes takes on the nature of a
Hen Hur mob geene. All in ail it's
not a bad place to ogle the erop
and quench a thirst.

Prices are reasonable. On Mon-
dey nights 85 at the door allows
you to drink free until 1 a.m. The
nermal cover charge is $2 (or your
firat born child).

Weekend Action

While in the Chadds Ford ares,

-mike sure to pay & visit to the

Chaidds Ford Barn Shops which
are alao located on Hoate 1.
Houszed in quaint  wooden,
buildings, the Barn Shops offer a
variety of handmade crafts
anywhere from handsewn quilts to
homemade fudge. Visitors may
choase to window-shop or harter
for  the beautiful locally-made
items which may be found in the
Collector's  Cabinet, the
Mushroom Cave, The Wooten
Shoe or The Genaval's Lady, just
o pame & few. -

Noatalgia buffs may be in
terested in Fridey night's
scheduled appearnnce of the
Tommy Dorsey Orchestra at
Philadelphia’s Sheraton Hodel,
18th and JFH Blwd

Also on Friday night, the jazz
Charles Fambropgh Quintet will
open & weskend engagement ab
Tha Haot Club,

Faor those who missed him the
Inst time ayound, comadion David
Brenner will play at the Villanova
Fleldwuse Feb. 10th st 8 pam.
Tickets are wvailable through all
Ticketron outlsts and are $4.00 for
atudents, $5.00 for the public.

What makes this place in-
teresting are the people. They are
real. Unlike a disco in which you
must avoid a swirling meles of
uniformly dressed robols the
crowd at the Town House is full of
normal people doing what comes
natural in o bar drinking dan-
cing, laughing fighting, sweating
~ and talking.

In a warld of Lavish dance floors
and light shows the Town House
survives quite afmirably on its
own ousterity. If wou're im the
mood_ to drink, - talk o dance
without dressing for a state oc-
casion, the Town House is
prohably your kind of place. Bruce
Springsteen would be uan-
camfortably overdressed for the
Taown Heuse,

My only complaint was over-
crowding and lood muaie. The
overcrowding was dug to the
holiday crush. The decibel level
made conversation difficalt, so
come eqiipped with megaphones,

Basically the Town House is in.
farmal, you con wear what you like
and do what you wish (with some
exceptionz). The Tewn House is
not a disco and not a ber, What it
is, is & pesfect example of how a
good bar should be run, Check it
out,

the plot was slightly off-the.wall
humour, A single woman (Marsha
Mason) with 10 year old dauh.
ter {fuinn Cummings) had been
livipg with a guy who split for
Italy, finds out he has sublet the
apartment they shared to an actor
friend (Richard Dvey fuss | without
letting her know it. Due te the faet
that they are both broke and want
the apartment, they compromise
and sharg it, Masan decides to lay
down some ground rales, but
Dreyluss says no way, considering
it's legally his apartment. Argu-
ments of this type contitue for
half the movie, when a sudden, yet
vnavoidable switch oceurs with
the couple falling in love for the
final half

However, this filta is far from
your typieal love story, Very far
from it. The comedy jumps out
right away and doesn't hesitate, no
matter how serious the scene ia.
From arguments and purse
snatching to less than solemn
drama and romance, the humor
never takes a bremther, Most of
the scenes (for example,

Bhakespeare's Richard the 111

presented as a gay in an ce-
centrically directed off-Broadway
flop) were funny, but the real
credit belogs to the ane TS,
The lines come at the sudience so
fast that if you laugh too long at
one sentence, you'd miss the sar-
castic reply.

A great number of quips come
from  Quinn Cummings. Even
those conservatives who might be
tempted to comsider her a fresh
brat, couldn’t help but love her
mnd Bmagh at this comedy prodigy.
Talent-wise, she's got an edge on

stars with forty vears experience
Frovided Cummings doesn't Iose
her talent (persomally T don't see
hew she canj, the kid has an
award-studded future.

1 think this iz Dreyfuss’ hest en-
deavor, however where ather girls
prefer romance movies, I'm a
sucker for humor, particularly the
zany type inherent to this flick.
His talent encompasses the viewer
=0 everything from yoga exercises
to a queer Richard the IIT become
a0 believable that you sympathize
with the nice guy he plays. After
he gete his woman, there & no
longer any reasen to feel sorry for
Dreyfuss, so you can appreciate
his goofy mntics even- move.

Mason wes good, but far from
bovable. She's so rigid that she
can't be pitied despite her bad
hack. Even Dvevfuss saya  her
daughter is her only ssset. 1 tend
to agres. If we were supposed to
like her when she softened from 5
bitch &0 a humen, her scling
lenves something to be desived,
She's excellent a8 a self-pitying,
unemployed single parent, but
when ‘she turns into a feeling
wornan, Mason falls somewhat
ahoet of her role.

In my opinien wo've been long
overdae in receiving & comic
mavie with the rard c-umluilmn'en
of a funmy plot and witty lines.
Goodbye Girl appeals to all kmds
of viewers, whereas many movies
today cater to o particular breed
of mudience (for example, Tecent
space and disco shows only cap-
tivate those viewers who con fully
relote to their themes). Simon's
merely aoeks to cntertain and it
aucceedns only tos well,
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