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B JONI MITCHELL
Chalk Mark In a Rain Storm
Geffen :

With guest vocals by the likes of
Billy Idol, Tom Petty, Benjamin Orr,
Don Henley and Willie Nelson, Chalk
Mark In a Rain Storm is being
heralded as Joni Mitchell’s most
accessibie album in years.

It is accessible, perhaps, from the
standpoint of the cohtemporary

= instrumentation and production. The
music, however, is about as
uncompromising as anything she’s dene
short of her tribute to Charles Mingus.

As a singer and songwriter, Joni
Mitchell is probably the only female
who’s made any consistently important
contributions to modern popular muste.
That’s not meant to be a sexist .
statement. It’s just hard to come up
with many others whose artistry
matches hers. Oh yes, there are some
great singers around, but in the realm
of the singer-songwriter, Carole King
has been irratic, at best, and Laura
Nyro has been in semi-retirement.

A1l of this means that any new Joni
Mitchell atbum is something to look
forward to with excitement and
anxiousness.

To describe the new album as
accessible is somehow to equate
accessibility with mindlessness. That’s
not the case, of course, and any record
that includes native American Indian
chants as the background vocal or a
remake of the Sons of the Pioneers’

" “Cool Water” might be considered a bit
out of the musical mainstream.

Mitchell reworks “Cool Water,” the

NCo

Joni Mitchell
Bob Nolan standard, with her
distinctive guitar style and lyrical
exchanges with Nelson. By interpreting
the song, she moves away from the
literal meaning of the original..
Mitchell’s songwriting is again
fascinating, as her lyrics take on

- military themes and take a few jabs at

the yuppie mertality. Some of the
music was written with her husband,
bassist Larry Klein. One of the
highlights is “A Bird That Whistles,” an
adaptation of “Corrina, Corrina,” -
which features only Mitchell, Klein and
saxophonist Wayne Shorter. An entire
album by this trio could have great
possibilities. -

In light of Mitchell’s musical depth
the ultimate judgment of the album
doesn’t come immediately. It’s .
something you arrive at after hearing
— living with — the work over a
period of months.

'

Joni MItChG"’ ] rﬁuSu: still Imatters on Chalk Mark

" The initial listenings indicate that
it’s yet another fantastic album by
someone who Tremains in control of her
art. .

] DWEEZIL ZAPPA
My Guitar Wants To K il Your Mama
Chrysalis .-

This is a tough concept to even bhegin

to consider, but think about it.

- Frank Zappa is your father and he
named you Dweezil.

Had you become an attorney or an -
accountant, that might have caused
you some major problems. In reahty,
Dweezil Zappa is a talented musician
in his'own right, and his upbringing by
one of the most misunderstood pecple
on the planet hag apparently served
him well. =

The younger Zappa’s future depends -

upon his ability to mature as a

. songwriter and his deciston, if he

- preach a little more blatantly than he

MCA

" is that he lacks any real personality or

. provides background vocals on the

\w.s-«a.—u_‘,a».._»-

" makes 1t, to move. away from the Eddie -

Van Halen-Steve Vai school of rock -
The album, with the title track taken

from one of his father’s songs, has a

strong sound, although he ténds to

should in his lyries.

Zappa seemsto bea straight arrow,
and his Iyrics offer positive messages
for listeners to stay away from drugs,
refrain from living on the streets and
generally letting peer pressure lead
them astray.

- A bit of subtléty, sorely needed, may
éome‘with‘maturity. He’s a hot guitar
player and an interesting character, to
be sure. If, by chance, he comes to
town to perform, it should bea great
show. The album’s marred by heavy-
handedness.

M STEVE WARINER
I Should Be foh You

The mém cntxcxsm of Steve Wariner

identity and that he sounds a lot hke
Glen Campbell..

 All along, he’s written some good
songs and selected some even better
ones to make albums whlch are nice in
their own way. - °

At this point, Wariner’s voice is more
supple than Campbell’s, but his mentor

album’s tastiest track, Jimmy Webb’s
“More Than Enough.” It’s not the best
song he’s ever written, but any Webb
song is worth hearing.

Wariner is extremely talented. He
takes great care and pride in his work. = . -
The album’s solid, but the criticism is
still well founded. e
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