I A - %
Jengi Mipchiell &5 g 2d-gear-old folk singer who was
rawsed in Seslatoot. She aroids profest songs

LA Entertainment \
Folk singer’s biggest wish:

Hometown date in Saskatoon

By FHAMK GRAY

TORONTO {CPY =— "An
early marning, sunshine, rain-
bow type of song.'” |5 how 25
year-old folk singer Joni
Mitchell introduced sne af her
songs during & Pecent anpage-
mient at Toronie's Riverboat
coffee howse. The term de.
scribes both the singer and
her masic.

The all.  willowy blande,
barn in Fart Maclead, Abid.,
raised in Sashatoon, aow liv-
g in Mew York, exudes an
tnapcent charm with her Naw-
less. lithop seprano voice and
deficate Enemes sho  teases
from her guitar.

In less than three yeors of
professional  performang, her
creative talent has produced
mags than &) songs. Among
them are The Circle Gamd,
Urge for Gomg, wnd Come o
Senshine. Same have been re-
earded by Tom Rush and Ca-
nndian folk stars Tap =nd Syl
v wngd Bulfy Saini-Mane

The postic, pastarnl themes
derive, Im o par, from  her
youth oa the Canpdian Prasr-
o5 But the majer saurce of
her nspirdtion s B0 Acuie
awareness aof the minotin of
evervday hife.

"1 wrote one sang  from
impresssons [ pob  looking
through the windows of a
tax-oab ndma through Man-
haktan,.** she sasd in &0 mier-
wign

In Come io Sunshice, sho

sings of “ihe momi
with the kiss of evemng. ™

Joni Mitchell dogs sod ang
protest songs. for they scem
iropic. “Those who hke wour
Eongs agrer with you. Thods
who don't, won't listen.

“I've written only ope pro-
ftest semg. That was Urge for
Going. which was a prolest
dgamst wmter, And it cerpin-
Iy isn't going to stop winter

She hos found thar afies
threr vours of performang ond
Writing **miSic {3 acceping 50
much more. [0 kas opengd ita
doarg to inciude not only trend
foltownrs ot performers with
samething valid and original
o Loy

[ don't consider mysell a
trond jollower,”

The rosult is a siudy in evo-
ftion. Jonl Mitchell is still
the naive seraightiorward
performear of three yoars ago,
but also’is & contimaally grow-
ing, maturing nctiEgd

She s using lves walce with
mare fleximhty. 1 have been
trying o sing Hke an instris
menl, Bending my voce
aroand the musiec, making it
more a pact of the muaec, a
tittle like scat-singing.™

She savs 1967 wns one of
ey most produclive  yoars
Her output af music hus ins
gregsed  from 23 somgs o
morg thun 40, YT evea have
fragments and  jotings  for
new ones *nmmeﬁ mio my
pustar casn™”

She has [=armed

wet

how Lo

sirike up a rapparl With an
audienee, At fhes summaer's
Mariposa.  Folk  Fedtoval af
Inmes Lake, 35 miles morth-
west of Toronio, she thanked
the audiesee  for ther  npe
plavse. Bur whon some cal-
ealls were heard, she  re-
peated her thanks “especially
e the drunks out there i the
back row."”

Mow she i o weleome per-
formier ot the colfee houses of
Tortonie's  Yorkville Avenue,
Buimie Fiedier. cwner of the
Riverboal wha has booked her
repulorly for more than two
years, sws of Jom Mitehe!™

I  thick she's @  groat
snger. By that [ mean she's
cvon better than Joan Baez™

Her acceptance as an indi-
vidual talent has vesulied 46 a
coniract with Reprise rocords
and o lang ploy rocornd o bhe
reicased by spriog.

She . has writen a  theme
song for the CBC TV pro-
aram, The Way It [s,

Aside from Ottonwa and Ta-
ronto, she has been successful
i tho Umited Stntos, playing

+eegularly ot the Cafe au Go
Go n Mew York, Philadel-
phia.  Detrait, Ann Arbor,
Bdkeh, and, ane of hep fovar-
E‘f spote, Fort Ladderdale,

a

“"But one of my big wishes
is someday o play my home-
r.:wn of Baskatcen. Bd like
that
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