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'-; Star staff writer

c:um folksinger Joni mu-mr.
H and. on a hurl.h Ameﬂtau
iqu::_ aﬂar twu yenr.s uf searching

for ]lrwacy* returned to Toronto last”

niﬂt as the grmd lady of folk.

- With her- silken hlir ca!-r:aliinlg
duwn over. her_mm:ltitar in hand,
' she captivated a sold-out audience of

-2,155 4n_Massey Hall withe the lush

h!til.lt}‘ -of her songs, the quiet, re-
:ﬂned dignity of her presence.

~1t's been two vears since she last
performed in public in Toronto, at
the summer Mariposa Folk Festival
on the Islands, and three years since
she performed solo, at Bernie Fied-
‘ler’s Riverboat. :
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__'The_long_wait enhanced the value
"of the concert, which became a rare
* occasion—so much more than just

another folk ﬂﬂﬂ:ﬂrt

__The_ a_;l_fem:e s_reaction reflected
the m of ‘énchantment that Miss

Mitchellicreated. When she quietly
glided ot stage before the first song,
there was the strong applause of

respect. As each of her songs filled
the air, evervone warmed, clnpping
harder out of admiration.

By the end, when she-sang Clnuds.
the applause was prolonged, over-
whelming. And the climax carried
- jts force through an encore, My Old
Man, and after she left the stage
again in her unassuming little-girl
%ashmn hands clasped hehmd her
ack

With her friends

So she came out again to sing The
Circle Game with six of her friends,
including Jackson Browne, who
opened the concert, and Toronto
folksinger Murray -McLauchlan, on’
stage to-sing the chorus. The house
" lights were fhashed on and everyone.

-else joined in the- smﬂnm her.

During - the long concert Miss

- “Mitchell” was superb in painting her

delicate word pictures, all based on
her own experiences. There was the
song Carey, wrilten about a trip to

- Crete .with a __Lt_end frum mtawa.
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~“east to Toronto and ¥orkville coffee-—
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All of her-words uem mutudii‘
the freedom and some. time loneli:
nass . -of J\m where she- Wae l""‘m 3 _.-“._.._.____M-
{in McLeod) as Roberta Joan .ﬂ.nder— ' .
son. Looking for a career as a com- -
mercial artist she attended the Al- '
berta Cnlltge of Art in Calgary, but
sHe found “words and songs could"
communicate more and. she came
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+ She kept wandenng to Detrmt,
New York and finally to California °
where she settled.
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Exquisite picking i
Through the years her instrumen- =
tal work has become stronger. Last £ R &
night her guitar picking was exqui- "~ R

site; her long supple fingers wove a
mmphcal:d tapestry of sound that °
mixed with that crystal clear voice ™
_for _musical _magic. She was equally—
appealing on piano and even on the
difleimer fol All ] Want.

The two-véar absence from the con-
cert hall has also.added new.songs
‘{0 her repertoire. The quiet bril--
liance “of “The ‘Bailad  of :Celd Blue -
Stasl ‘Sweat Fire and the joy.of
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Oh H You Turn Me On, I'm a
Radio made the concert a {reat even
before the familiar songs such as
Woeodstock and Big Yellow Taxi.

los Angeles native Jzckson
Browne was a fascinating prelude 1o
Miss Mitchell, The 23-year-old folk- .
singer also 'works alone on stage
with his acoustic guitar or piano,

Last night he was an appropriate
touch to the whole evening, especial-
lyona beautiful song called Jamai-
ca. Sa}r You Will and a cumpusmun

he ‘wrote for a'dead trltnd,.,&ng I;r
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His  niplodic, - smu-nlh voice and
strong guitar styling brought hima
deserved-encore;~Fhe“same-appeul™
lies in his new album [Asylum—SD—
5&511*me11‘ m—Teuau& a5 e
started the tour with Miss Mitchell.
His olvious talent should carry him
much ‘farther than a position as a
_warm: ug arti.ut
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