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LISTEN ALSO. . . with your
motar nerves, and strut to
Wilsen Pickeit's “634 5789 or
tha vargion of "Speada’ (which
is thizs album’s feilure — i thers
can ba such an animal on a
Cooder |p — the Cadillncy’
classic original now being so
hacknayad that even Cooder's
playful funk cannot restara the
spirit of Egrl Carroll’s
cia).

Stop. Look. Bat. ..

DON'T LISTEN. ..
anymore. Thara is 8 new Ry
Coodar album sfoot Get it
brlors it gets you.
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JONI MIT-HELL: “Sha-
dows and Light'” (Asylum).

wHEN CLOWNTIME is
over, | {8 down to the serious
busing®s. And a1 this, thers s
no on® mors adept than Joni
Mipcill — & strangs and unique
tigu ™, somehow lonely and
stre 20 vulnarable and tough at
[ 18- 8

A maore ngorausly intelkec.
o ally gitted individusd vriting
g ings dosan’t axist. | knew this
b ut had forgotten before
| maring “"Shadow and Light" -
hut succemsively “Cayate’,
“Amalia” and "Hajira” froze

braggada.
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me 10 the marrow with the
force of poetic povwer and
emotional depth. Mitchell ssems
cold and detatchad a1 times but
that's the secret of her riservors
of fsoling: she can expase her-
ssll, scrutinise her sttitudes snd
responsas and sncapsuls them in
metaphors that provide tha
springboard 1o real, panatrating,
{rightaning flumination. Her
grasp of language & so thorough
— she plays no foolish game,
shie conjures perfact spelibinding
images with such incisiveness it's
not fair. 11's staggering.

If wa kept this review to a

d of thom three song,

~there wouldn’t be a single critic-

ism offared. They are magical,

“desdly, imspired and touching.

Her alchemy here is suprems,
har balance of portentousnass
and detall near perfect,

Elmwhere she trips and slips
bust her.yoice is always magni-
ficent, There ara momants of
fine music but they sarve anly
punciuate the golden momants
— thiz is Joni's testamant.

Buy this or the album
"Hajira" becauss thes throe
songs ar 1o be hasrd, loved,
lived with, lesrned from. O thar-
wisa | don’t know.

She tries and fzils but so do
ali the best. My admiration for
Joni Mitchell & immonsa,

Nizll Stokes.



