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Joni Mitchell jazzes up
a subdued MRF crowd

viusly aimed al tse whe came

By RA. WILBER
Of the News-Democral

Those who came io hear the Joni
Miicholl who has had 4 half-dosen
m. radio stations
rabably left

" Misisipp! River
ormance disappointed
Miss Mitcholl did apen the eve
uing with “Big Yellow Taxi,” her
iggest and most recognizable it
sl after thal the pop hits were
lew and far between. Instead, snd
1o ber eredit, she gave the some
times wnappreciative audience &
besutiful evening of jams-oriented

uccessful not
only for Mitchell but also for other
artists who have performed her
songs (Judy Collins, for instance,

had & major hit with Mitchell's
“Both Sides Now™)

But the coursge, fraskly, was
warth it And despite the fact ihat
the jazz performed
downitempa thas what o
wudience had come expecting, the
wvening had 1o be called 4 success
us most of the poople in stieodance
scemed, i the end. o be appre
clative of Milchell's work

It marked  double success for
the River Festival, too. The au
dience, counted af about LI, was
older than the usual MRF crowd,
and inciuded o surprisiag sumber
of families. The toddiers’ romping

drinking crowd that has usforiu
uately marred the MRF in per
The addition of the

the audience down early for the
listening thal wos required of Mit
chell's music. Rowdiness was
phemsantly absent

Further, Mitcheli's show was ob

celieace and Bl for a row
time’. The MRF scheduiers dese
same praise for briaging in a
who are performing, music of
tic meril, whether it draws
crvwdn or B0l
Some of the artistic bighlights of
evening. inierestingly eoough
wery provided by the band Mit
chell brought rather than by (be
artist borsell. The evening's peak.
for nstance, came from a long sod
effective solo by bassist Jaco Fas
torius, & ane-lime member of
Weather Report. Using tape loops
0 sccompany himself, Pastoriss
brought the crowd to it feet with
& performance (aal can rarely be
found in & bass guitarist
Mitchell's other band members
lon Allss, Michael Becker, and

Pat Metheny, sach received
chance 1o give similar perturm
ances. While they were all well

done, none came up 1o the stand
ards sel by Pustorius i the eve-
ning's first majer sabo
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