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'AECORDS:ROCK ™ POP

Dylan Losing What Joni Mitchell |
Has Plenty of—Alienation

By DALE ANDERSON
THERE USED TO BE age limits on alienation,
« To be meaningfully alienated, you had to be under 23
or so, like Holden Caulfield or James Dean or Bob

Dylan at the s,

Dylan opened up a veritable Louisiana Purchase
of nlienation. His vistas of discontent stretched so far
that folks needed months and years to reach that far

themselves,

But lately there's heen a
dearth of worthwhile
disaffection, despite at-
tempts like Alice Cooper
*Teen-age Lament 1974'
and Billy Joel's “‘Captain
Jdack," both of which dull
thelr edge with mockery,

Stlll, it lsn't the lnck of
contenders, Joni Mitchell's
“Court And Spark" (Asy-
lum TE-1001 Eleltra) is
simply & brillant and
delinite plece on what it's
lke 10 be at odds with the
world and yoursell in the

A,

Her alienation fsn't an
Imnocent one. 11 anything,
s guilty. 1t's done a lot of

“‘places and been many
things. Nor is it revolution-
ary. She doesn't wang to
overturn much, Just the
way people {ail 10 love ong
another and the way her
own hopes and fears fight
off fulfillment.

THE OPENING tifle
track dives right into it—a
rejection of love becanse
she’s unwilling to trust it,

- unwilling to give to re-
ceive:

“"The more e tatked

The more he reached me

But I couldn’t Tet go of L. A,

City of the fallen angels .. "

So there's the failed at-
tempt within the pood-
natured bounce of *Help
Me" ("We love our
lovin'/But not like we Jove
our freedom ...") and
the self-imposed doom and
Tegret of “Free Man In
Parls” ("You know I'd po
back there tomorrow, But
for the work I've taken on

TR
In “People's  Partles,”

there's sophisticated barrl
ers protecting every help-
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lessness bot hers. *The
Same Situation" shows in-
security reigning in the
privacy of & mirror:
“With the milllions of the
lost cnd lonely ones

1 called out ta be relecsed
Caugl

for in “Car On a Hill"
which starts s'de two. He
“makes frieads easy He's
not like me/T watch for
Judpement anxiously,*

The deceptively cheerful
lady lacy slesves in
“Raised On Rohbery.” the

s only ul rock-
is cead-ended in Mitch-
ell's dilemma, down from
pood times, wrecked on
the rochs of romance, los-
Ing even this cheap pickup.
Then the bottam, the deep
languor of “Trouble
Child

“Up tn & sterilized room

Where they let you be lazy

nowing vour cititude's

all wrang
And you gat to change

And that wa; s

Which larinet
0’0 into the ht,
rizhicous  kooluness
“Twisted," 1he
Lambert, Hendricks &
Ross ronker that's sung
like a horn solo. It ties up
all her sullering in a sancy
laurh,

“Court And Spark" irons
out the murky brooding of
her previous “For The
Roses” and glves It a
Sharp crease. Her rushing
Iyrics fall perfectly in
place and the sidemen—
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Crosby and Stills, Robble
Roberison, Cheech &
Chong — are subtle de-
lights

In all. a desolate master-
piece.

THANKS his wife
and children, Bob Dylan's
goiten past alienation and
created the sysiem
values Mischell longs for,
an exclusive system that
doesn't et much in. Be-
hind that wall he's his own
man.

“If 1 pald the price of
solitude /At least then I'm
out of debt,” he sings in
“Dirge,” garnishing cven
this lesser song from
“P Waves” (Asylum
TE-1003 Electra) with the
Wit and wisdom that give
him that lean snd prophet-
ic Joolk.

s been & lomg time
since the last real Dy
album, “New Morning,”
30 there's much catching
up to do. He welcomes you
in to “heat up some coliee
grounds.” 10 sit and hear
the fire spark, to spend the
night, O a Night Like
This."

.

“GOING, GOING,
Gone™ is a swansong to his
oid popstar life (I'm
going before I get 1o the |
ledge .. .") but it suggests
lso that you fist fore
he disappears. s my |
duty to bring you back to
the field where the flowers
bloom.” ke hints in the |

and ftumble of |
ma. |

a r Young™ comes
back to start side two in an |
lrreverant upbeat wversion, |
as If Dylan's showing he's
_—
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young enough to make a
carmival of it.

A FRIEND rays fhis cut
slone makes the flin side
her favorite, a brilliance
that has to make un for the

get

with melodrama from the
past, “You Aneel You"
with its load of cliches and
the good-natured meander-
of “Never Say Good-

“Wedding  Somg”
towering love song in his
old apocalyptic manner,
Teicues the closing. The
whole album, feels I'ke the
old pre-Nashville Dylan,
with all five members of
the Band pumping and
rocking behind him.

DONOVAN long age
found the cosmic clue that
lets him levitate into per-
spective on  hearthreak
and the cther travails of
the world That's what
makes “Essence To
Essence™ (Epic KE 11500
Columbia) such  joyous,
comforting and, yes,
ful album. e

His cheery, ethereal
wibrato comes in the usual
delightful flavors. Calypso
in “Operating Manual For

Spaceship Earh” and
——nt RN ARE i

3 ‘
BOB DYLAN In concert in Madison Square Garden,

“The Dignity of Man,"
“The Divine Daze of
Deathless Delight echoes
with etemnity. And “Lazy
Daze” is a cajun romp
with an alry chorus of; I
don’t want to be rushed
and pushed and crushed
and mushed."

Former Rolling Stones
producer  Andrew  Loog
Oldham coalesces the best
of L. A. and Loadon side-
men here — Jim Gordon,
Peter  Frampton, Nic!
Hopkins, Bobby Whitlack,
Carl Radle, Lee Sklar,
Daney Kortchmar — for a
super tasteful accomparni-

ent,

But the magic is all
Donovan's. This Is the
comeback album *'Cosmic

Limited edition for private sale: $1,580
Originally priced for coin aperation at §2,150
* A recreated version of the famous Wurlitzer of the 1930's and '40's,
* Includes starter-set” of 100,
Stars— Bunny Berrigan, Dorse
Glenn Miller, Artie Shaw, Far

Push-button record selections with Mostalgic
y Brothers, Duke Ellington, Benny Goodman,

s Waller, Ted Weems,

Wheels" was supposed to
e,

.o
A FOURSIDE history
of human knowledge is
Yes' “Tales From Topo
graphic Oceans” (Atlantic
SD-1-08), as Jon Ander-
son, Its prime mover, ex-
plains inside the cover,

Though the scope, the
form and the seriousness
all give this enterprise
high promise, the actual
delivery comes in muddled
and unconvincing.

For all its cryptic ritual
and angular formality and
Instrumental virtuosity, It
remains  humorless and
overtechnical and mnot
enough like the grandeur
and wonder and wit that
such & topic might inspire
In, say, Pink Floyd

CALL THE WURLITZER FACTORY

653 Ext. 156 Mrs, Jasinski
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