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Joni Mitchell, left,
teamed up with
Charles Mingus for
the Ip “Mingus,”

- her first jazz
recording, and the
last work for
Mingus before his

" death in January.

‘Mingus’: Joni’s Jazz Minglings

“It was as if I had been-standing by a river

~ one toe in the water — feeling it out — and

o Until recent {‘un. vv;lmmthe advent of rock-
usion groups such as Weather and the
Mahavishnu Orchestra, a jazz ncm:l said to
have solid sales if it sold in the 100,000 to 200,000
range, sales Mingus’ albums have never topped.

part of musical history. It is a tribute to the man
whose death may have marked the demise of big-

Mitchell's choice of musicians ~ some are

—Joni Mitchell on working with Mitchell-Mingus' at times haunting and
Charls Mingas on thei collaboraion _remarkably apt porirayal o Mingus and the oz BASSt Jaco Pasoris bas shown a remarkable
on the Ip entitled, “Mingus.” Wehmbudl;'olnued(m affinity for Mitchell's work on previous albums
1t by no means, howe ts the best  Authored by Ms. Mitchell. Here his bass is mixed
By Angele Lishi work of either artist, And in that certain WAy, up and at times — such as in “A Chair in the
Iy AvpeLanh critical acclaim seems hard to justify. One jazz ~ SKY" — plays a rich counterpaint to a spare wall
% magazine, for example, called Mitchell's nlloundmd!.up mostly of Mitchell's .ulu!-.
¥ NOW-THE EVENTS leading up o the - ot rel advinee In he s ar of vocuens  Herbie Hancoek's piano and Wayne Shrie’s
last musica! statement the late Charles and Ross.’ S0RU SRR

Mingus made — a collaboration with jazz- Ms. Mitchell has always excelled as a song- The albums defects are several. The princi-
man Mingus and Joni Mitchell, the premier musi- - writer a one is that this at times sounds very much
cal female artiste of the decade — are legend. songs 'llm’—hel one written exclu- a “project” Ip, that is, a self-conscious piece

Mingus, dying from Lou Gehrig's disease out  sively by Mit - reveal Mitchell's  of work that at times exudes Mitchell's striving to
of the public eye, heard about Ms. Mitchell's lyric gift, with the album’s one Mingus' measure up to the work of a musician she prob-
muklmllﬂmi&hdnnmlwlm Pork Pie Hat,” coming across as a pro- Amy(auz-tlnmnum“m
that would have Mitchell TS. s found evocation of the lives of two jazzmen: - The second defect grows from the The
“Four Quartets” down into street over  Lester Young and Mingus. E self-consciousness at times make the written
which would be played a “full orchestra playing “When Charlie speaks of Lester/You know  charts seem very stiff, very, atypical of a jazz
one kind of music, and overlaid on that would be  someone great has /The sweetest swinging I embodying little swing.

a bass and guitar playing another kind of music,  music man/had a Pl(hlon/A:r‘r Sucker Dance,” in this regard, ram-
and over that someone would read excerpts from  star/In a dark ‘When the bandstands a  bles on interminably. But the song with the un-
Elliot in a very formal voice,” Ms. Mitch- refusing a black man admis-  likely title of “The D&ﬂuur From Des
ell told Downbeat Magazine's Feather, sion/Black musician/In those days they put him  Moines” breaks through the structure and struts

Honored to be considered for a musical mar-  in an underdog position.” its swing nicely.
riage by a man whose music she had long ad- The album ween the songs Since her unjustly album, “The
mired, the songwriter considered the idea, but  smattering of conversations that included Mingus.  Hissing of Summer Lawns,” Ms. Mitchell has been
rejected it, telling Mingus she'd “rather condense  One such exchange with exploring, as she's said, “the currents of
the Bible." involves an between Mingus and a man  classical music.”

Some time later, Mingus approached Ms. identified only as Swede.” Well and good. She's to be admired for her
Mitchell with six songs he'd written for her to add ”mm"hhﬂnﬂLWWemM dedication to an art that for new’influ-
lyrics. For the next year and a half, Ms. Mitchell Ilnplmhe“hpl:ﬁh here more ences instead of settling for a formula that sells.
worked on what was’ her first collaboration and ‘:n,"whlhlllnn ﬂnmﬂﬂznu But Annie Ross (of Lambert, Hendricks &
Mingus' last. last breath, humors the comforter with confi-
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