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Mitchell,
Mingus duo
a fascinating
idea, a gem
of arecord

“Mingus” Joni Mitehell. Asylum SE-505,

Charles Mingus, the great jazz composer and
ayer, died Jan. 5 in Cuernavicn,

af whil s knewn as Lou Gehrig's
disemse. Mingas wivs 56 Thal day. according
tos Mingus's widow, Sue. 56 whinles beched
Inemselves on st of Mexico. Not
knowing whal o da with them, the people
Ihere burned them, So 56 whales were
cremaled the same diy s Mingus

Sue Mingas, some time later, toid the story 1o
Toni Mitehell, Had Mitchell’s mueh-awaited
collabaration with Mingus not already been
completed — more or less — by the time of
his death, thal story might have been
elntarnted inlo & song and put an the album
1t b5 the kind of story that would hav
resonaled with Mitchell's poetle sensibility —
r ane say, n the canyons of her mind?

scinating one — intriguing
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ghout the alliam and this
some of e test jazz musicigns available can
e he } =h
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st Lester Young the words
deeply ot

1 tage excerpts fre
Miny then confine

— uttended. Une is

snversalion brtween Mingus and someone

identified only as “Swede” in which Mingus

taims he s going to live longer than Duke

Ellimgson did ~'m going o cut Duke.” says
Mingus.
(htaw are and love wenl ido this album,

snd much of if is impressive, especially
Mitchel's Pork e Hal*
and the rollicking opus “The Dry Cleaner
From Des Moines ™ Lest anybody oy
Mitchell's nchievement, consider that @

songwriling 1eam (hat hus been asked shout
e mutier, has said (ot sotting i |
piece of music is a much harder way o work
14n Ehe other :

ornlly, she has never sounded better,
rictier, mare confident

Musically, they are

teresting O
1

iRt much of Mitchedls recent w

wspecially in m project so far-reaching,

it nohle, &8 this one. Nonetheles, the
amusical content is ndeed st
some of e work on ~Mingus, despile the
scmsitive bucking of the instrumentalists, 1t
sands af times like vocal improvisation
rutner than actusl note-for-ante compasition

Let's call “Mingus” o flawed gem
Muchell try ouf the material onstuge
Maybe the Maws will disappear. She will
form n concert Sunday night af ihe
nneapalls Auditoriim

and let's

ndy-0." The Cars. Elekira SE-507

The Cars, (oo, will be here (his w
Tonight ot Midway Stadium with th
Brothers

The care and love Jonl Mitchall put infa “Mingus

@vident in its sound,

of discussion, ihe Carsare (o
ow Wave rock what Glenn Miller (and

perhiaps Beany Goodman) was (o swing The

populirizers of an (diom. In the case of

the idiom needed popularizing

use (he great black bunds of the “30s

who e the slyle — Chick Wetb, Basi

Fi o

FFor purpose:
N

Ramones, were pefled Wi vegetabies, paper
cups and whatnot nst fall ot the Si. Pagl
Civic Cender. Tne Cars, however, Bave
r form of music thut owes o great
el to New Wive — (he machine-like
ostinatos, the hollow sounding, frenzied bui
i lead vocals — bt 15 much more
palatuhle, less threatening, bess quirky, all of
which spells succes.

The band's debut aibum, “The Cars,
released lust year, was 3 smash
Arrangements were detailed aad cleves, the

s were good. the 1yTics were inberesting,
The new ame isn'l quite ns striking in conlest
r-all production (again by Roy
er) is suparh.

Much hos been made of the Can' debl 1o
Roxy Music, and, in fact, Greg Hawkes tends
tn create the kind of inferesting coanter.
mielodies on synthesizer that one hears on
the most recent Roxy album, “Marifest,"
But the Cars’ vocal work, shared by hassist
Ben Orr and rhythm guitarist and iden man

Ric Ocasel, ts not nearly as eccen; L}

ihe songs,
femitles, wen rrurl [
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