E'W FEOPLE CAMN have cight they wauld
everwitness  loni Jam. Pal McCariney,
Elton sohmand Chaka Khanwere amang
Lhve msic ioons whio, off and o sinoe 2008,
harve been summoned toMitchall's Bel-Ai
living raam o joen hier and a loose confaderation
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"We Were Watchin
With Our Minds Bl

of singers, songwritersand session acesas
shie worked bosing ar play guit th friemds
forthe firsttime sinoe a brainane
almst killed ke, Bl would ardinary |
iee the like?
ar af
oflered up tantalisi
with Mitchell fo
the 50tk birth
Hedaseribsed E
D] Furnish st

e Los Angeles Times, lin
ofherfirst masterpieos, B
v Fahin, 2at on & cauch w
ried tohear Mitchell's voios
I Carey, before simging Moon
returm Butif Mitchell wason a
Jourmey toswands perfarmanos, itwasa slow one
e skill playirg Bttbe cubs, " Mitchel told Crowe
withalawsgh.

Andd then - an the afternoon of Sunday, July
24 — suddenly she wasn't. Benesth a blue baret
and big sunglasses and behind a beatific smile,
Mate el was leadlingng Mevwport Follk Pastival
She sang classics of her ownsincluding A Case
O o with Marcus Mumford and Both Sides
Mo with LA-bBased indie doo Lucius, and
standards she cherished = Summestime, 'Why
[ Forzds Fall In Lo, even Love Poklcn Mumibsr
Hine=into s godd micraphane.

Hare was Mitchell, 78, ina gold-crosted

9
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Thint was thee, this iz now; {chockwive
from laft] Jeni Mitchell perfarming
at Mewport Follk Fastival, Rhads
Island, 196%; a perfect moment:
Hlltthtﬂl:mthe.ame tage 53 years
latar Lugt July: Joni's given & halping
hund;: Brandi Carlile Iu'|--|.MII:Iu|II

Erandi. Joni arnd Wyranaa Jedd
enjoy the event of ar.
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Vigtonian chair, surreunded by so many whe had
stapped in at thadss land lams - Brandi Carlile,
the Facilitator from the & Wynonna Judd,
Rl OP-Stage eS| e ninths alter
the loss of her oewen motherand singing partner,
Macmitand multi-anstramentalist Blake Mills
Arevelation, butone thal's due, abmast
unbelievably, to be repeised next June Hn the
Gorge Amphitheatre ot Genege, the chanismiatic
autdoor wenui in the middle af Washington state
where Metchell will hezdliine a bill againwrangled

1_| 1o play,” Carlile tald
Thee Daily Show's Trevor Noahof the surprise date
adcled o her Echioes Through Tha Cangam avent.
"Woone’s beonable to buyaticket to see Jani
Mitchell play in 20 years, . . Sothisis ensemous,
and she s going tecrush it

2027 Newpart Appedranos sfemmesd,

atbeast in part, from doubds that bwaould
happenatall. Matchell had last performed atull
set more than two decades carier, Her brain
aneurysmwas the thind time she‘d Iost herfull
mability, after a chikihood case of policand
subssquent post-podic syndmomie in the mid-Sds.

T HE SECRECY SURRDUMDING Mitchells



nattery commercials. i the one that's about to
meel over. F'm Aot the ane that's geing andgaing.”
Mearly 2 years later, could Mitched tap even
desperinto thede reservest Caflile, il seemad,
beligved sa.
twas spmething Brandi had been wanting
o pndifest Tor a lomg lime,” the songwriter
MlisonHussell who harmonised with Mitchell for
manyol the set’s mast goignant marments, <asd
to MO0 two days after the Nowport shaw, “At
herfostival, Girls Just Wanna Wesekend, earkier
this pear, she paulled me adide and <aid | should
make it o Mowpart if | could, because she
thoug bt this wiuld happen. But naane knew i
Joni wauld be upto it until that very moment.®
BlakeMills anly became canfidentanihe
Thursday before the perfarmance. Carlils senta
qroug el iroman aencglhane, Mitchel buckled
mtoherseat and headed to Mew port for the first
tima simce T4, She arredwitha toam of nurses
and atherapist pust in case something wenl sevry
In preparation, Mills had transcrbed laco
Pastorius’s old Bass partson the car ride 1o
rehearsals, hoping toadd a litte bit of Hefra-cra
iagic, A saanas Mitchel josned the band in
their stuffy rehearsal rooem sl 8 mearky naval
base, he realised that wouldn't be necessary
“Howad somach e about fmusicianshipl,”
silEs tobd MO, " was more about the way a
group plays — fod ustwhen they're in the
maoment, but whenthe moment isareally
mitimate setting - no beils and whastles, buta
group af people playing songs they know really
walland arriving at irtle moments. fogethar”
Thesre was phenty, hiowever, that remained wp
inthialr

“sa many aspects ofthiswere laft uptothe
Fanal msament; o much is e going tesing?
What woubd her vaice allow her to dol dnd is
shegoing taplay gutaron a song)” said M
recalling & momentayear or so agiwhen the
actross Kathy Bates gifted Mitchell an arnate
ehchie gquitar carved into the shape ol aneagle.
Mitched played it like a child picking up the
Instrisment for tihe first time, Buthe could see
her mounting fesohe

“fnd an Sunday, all of us were watching with
o rndn s plonwm,™ Malls continied, "because
there wiens things happening that hadn't
happened inrehearsal twanights befare,”

Mitchell, wihohad studied oldwidens to

remird hersell of har gast guitar echnigue,
stood and lganed against a piandg halfway
throizgh the set, herangular Farker Fly electric
strapped around her neck. AS she ssuntenesd
theawsgh Cawd And Spark's Just Like This Train,
thase on-stage lifted thes cellphones high, irying
tograb a photoof ber. The sudience dapped
alareg in unisen, Mill and Mumfardimpeovised
alongaade hes om Iretless baritane guitarand
percussion. And Carile throw the homis bedore
sholting “Unbelisvahlal™ at the and

TI AT ASTOMISHMENT WAS claarwhan

‘| don't think aryone knew she would be
playing entire sangs by hersel, playing slectnic
guitar salos,” sasd Lucius's Holly Lae ssig, who had
alsd baen prosam orhe handoses of Bates’s gill
“That was a bodal ide foreveryons

Adise el tuamed T i Movambes
ongoéng examale
na suggestion th
after Jure 10'% Gegage shaw, Bul maybei’s et
that Mitchell's appearances remalin rare: As
chenshed songsmiths affload the rights to thed
calaiaguesar hit the rewnjondscuit forone st
papday, its mamentary quality may be the real
wvalwe of Mitchedls Sunday afternoon sang circle
inMowport,

Ilwasa ran-generational cetebration ol a
singerand writer whase influencs has grown
Tar Beyand the shadaw of misogeng since
% Ralling Stane magazine dubbed
her*0id Lady Of The Year™or the decade the
Rockand Roll Hall of Fame took teinduct
her, (She sgaén lambasted that lag during her
TS miervies al Rewporl ) The perfoamance
wasn't perfect or polished. But itwasa perfect
e, 3 1estament 1o personal resilience
and the redemgtion availablein anig

"It 15 a méracle, the way masis ks totall
magical, " said Laessig, ikening Mitchells
achievement to that of her grandmather,
Wil medea rnsad 1 sing a Bitle alter Parkingon's
disrase stolemuch else from ber “¥hen you
s someane Rosding cntothes giltagain
afternot beingabde towalk ortalkordo
anything, yau krew that music brought you
b froamy there*

O Rane 10, fans at the Gorgewill witness
amirache repeating itself. Who's tosay they'll
b the last?
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