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Joni still to
be found at
the very top

JONI Mitchell is one of the great originals of con-
temporary music. Her work has evolved from folk.
through jazz and blues into a unique form while at
the same time retaining a consistency of quality.
Although recent albums have been over-produced,
the sincerity of the songs and performance still
shined through. Along with her restless investiga-
tion into relationships she has a social conscience
that remains unwavering. Both have shaped her
songwriting and made her one of the most interest-

w prvbablv herbest work since the much under-
ued Dog Eat Dog. re’s a jazzy feel to most of
arrangemnu and some fine musicianship,
but it's the lyrical content of the songs that makes
the album so enjoyable. There's a freshness to her
lyrics that sets her apart from most. Take the open-
ing line of Man From Mars where she revisits I‘.he

ing clarity and a resilient humour- “Since I ms!
You, I can't gelthmugh the day without at least
one big boo
The Ht!eln-:k may exhibit a touch more bitter-
ness than we’ve known from J\miin I.hepnt, but
in a music business stuffed full
female singers her assessment u(nld.ln playlists is
particularly pertinent: “Every song just a one-
night stand. Formulaic music. Girlie guile. Genu-
ine junkfood for juveniles.” Okay, so when did you
last hear Juni Mitchell on the radio. Hasn't she a
right to be
[AkeJoni whenyouh P J Harvey you .
immediately know that it can't be anyone ll.lse For
those unfamiliar
with her work such
uniqueness doesn’t
reviewers,

that if a review

doesn’t mean they don’t deserve
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with Australian rock musician Nick Cave was a
rich source of material on his magnificent ‘97
album The Boatman's Call. The same split has

much of Polly’s new album,
1Is This Desire? (Island). Cave cloaked his
thoughts in rich imagery and some of the finest .
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latest incarnation

some of Madonna’s best tricks, as a mix
of strong woman, earth mother and diva. She
may tute Madonna's Spanish
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