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Joni Mitchell: Songs, Poetry and $500,000 a Year

By MIN 8. YEE

flowers. Her hlggest hit, "Both

Newsweek Feature Service Sides Now," & a lament for

Any girl growing up in a
town with a rhythmic name
like Saskatoon, Saskatchewan,
must either love or hate
words. Joni Mitchell loves
them. \

Less singer than songwriter,
less songwriter than poet, she
has come from obscurity in
the past two years to promi-
nence where practially every-
one—from Frank Sinatra to
Johnny Cash—records her
cotnpositions

her broken marriage:
“Moons and Junes and fer.
ris whiels

The dizzy dancing way you
Teel
As every fairy tale comes
true

Tve looked at Jove that
TI've looked at love from
both sides now

From give and take and
still somehow

1t"s Bove's illusions 1 recall
l‘lr?hdu"hnhud

A willowy, blonde girl with a

A few months later, she

song (“Day after Day"') on the
way, and then filled a succes-
sion of mon-union gigs (she
didn't have the $200 union fee)
in ehureh hasements and
YMCA mieeting halls.

In Toronto she met a folk

casual, cruel encounters

1

Any girl growing up ina town with a rhythmic
name like Saskatoon, Sakatchewan must either
love or hate words. Joni Mitchell loves them.

In which city life abounds:
“He asked me for a dollar
mare,

He cursed me to my face,

He hated everyone who

pald to ride,

And share his common

space,

But she kept writing. . .and
singing. . .and, almost without

meaning to. . prospering. She
formed her own

Siquomb produces only Jonl
Mitchell songs, recorded by
Joni Mitchell, who also palnts
the album covers and writes

flowers, kittens and a lean
young rock singer named Gra.

ham Nash.
She paints, she plans concert
dates, she writes. Now she |y
on &

appears briefly singing
her own “Songs to Agin
Chlldren." Aging

“Jonl has this fantastic
drive to create all the time,"
says Nash. “Il nothing con-
structlve was done during the
she  feels dissatisfied,
got to be doing some-
F:;n i It's making ghu-
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