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= | The new Joni Mitchell
i a brilliant performer

&l : 118 _ A4 LR L e
cal . | Frein -
ve. ' BY ROBERT MARTIN She only played at playitg the piEhc
ﬁ It was. established early on, last during it and mncenfr’alédﬁun the-vr-
hat right at Massey Hall, that this was not  cal, learing it apart and.pitting-ii
St ta be a folk concert, The show opened back together again in entitely differ.
| with a short set by Joni Mitchell's ent ways. For the last verse she caet
be back-izp band, the L. A. Express, that and simply belled thé woplls inta "ty
e incluted such numbers as John Col- microphone. She jooked a-though-she

trane’s Dahormey Dance. Then Jonl
Alitchell walked on stage wearing a
scarlet dréss with a waist-deep decol-
letage and sequined butterflies and
}Jm:eedeﬂ to destroy her folk Image

The mew image Is that of 2 mature,
sensial singer who would feel just as
much af home singing jazz in a smoky
cabaret as she would be at Maripesa. O
for- that matter, fmonting 2 rock’nroll
band: Last night Miss Mitchell per-
formed material in the biloes, jazz,
rock and accasionally evén the folk id-
iom and did them all brilliantly.

Miss “Mitchell's retirethedt from-
touring. a couple.of years ago-has dobe

" her nothing bt good. Her repertaire

has fleshed out, her sound has become
more varied and her attitude ix mow
totally reldixed. The alinestpainful
shyriess” has disappeared: She is still
restrained, bul she ohvioasly eijoyed
the show as much as her fans. After a
particularly rousing rendition of Help
Me she was 50 exritéd that she walked
io 3 spezker on her way to the
piang.

- It waz & long and pemerous conceri.
Mizs Mitchell sang 19 songs, then two
JROFe {07 &R encore.

Home of the songs were old chest.
nuts like Cactus Tree, but the delivery
wis completely pew, Gome Was the
metronomic phrasing of Both Sides,
Now. Miss Mitchell fwisted both the
melody and the lyrics into paw apd
{ascinating shapes wmti]l the song
ceased fo be a clever conceit set lo
music-and became the gernine expres-

“cently published reports
. wag written for James Taylor.

feit a little naked without Ner guitar’ In
front of her dind elutched at:the sides
of her dress to compensate.™” ..
For the szecond sel; Miss Mitchell
changed {0 a white dress with sequined
leaf patierns and great fying sioeves.
A hiftle more conservative, bot far.from
vitginal. She performed ‘an’. scoustic
sel- that incloded . Big Yeflow Taxi,
This Flight Tonight, -All I-Want,-and
Biué. She introduced Cold”Blve Stea]
and Sweet Fire, a-song.about:heroin
addiction. with the words; "Iy willien
anonymousty. It's for no one-in’ partic.
ular.” This was hér resporse fo re-

‘at thé song

The set - demonstraied,. it It waa
really necessary, that ‘Miss ‘Mitchell
H hés a: commandige preséncs with
ohly the =s'si5tanmffn§n #ebirstic (gl
tar. She hes izkén wp a band thréngl
choice, not necessity.
ﬂ;t aﬁa:l showed In a iﬁﬁe’ of ram-

Ing i veTy personable manclogoes,
what an intelligent and deliberate. art-
ist she is. Her explanation of her fight
from Huﬂyhmﬁ; t; the Canadian wil
derpess north ancouver; did Yare
than illuminate the lyrics of For the
Roses, the song she was in ing.
For a moment it turued Massey Hall
info 2 giant confessional &5 she sang
zhout her need for applause.

Miss Mitchell alse sang Far Free, a
song with a telated theme about sell-
ing her art while sthers give it away.
The song is built around a Freet cor
ner clarinet player and as i ended,
Torn Scott of the L.A.

sioh of 3 woman wha has seen both ; : ress wan-
sides of life and still can't arrive at dered onstage playing a clarinet. That

any contlusions about it

Yoo Torm Me On, I'm a Radio,
which she recorded as a bouncy pop
number, was delivered Iast night as a
blues-influenced lament This new
reading abiminated the cloying cuteness
of the basically silly lvrics.
Duwiring thé first set, with the help of
the hand. she ran through Free Man in
Paris, The Samé Situation ard Just!
Like This Train, ai} from her new al-
bura and all excellent songs. She
entded with a rendifion of Woodstock
thal put her tecorded. version f{o

shame. From a spooky efhereal 'war-.

ble, she brought the national anther

of .the now defunct Woodstock Nation

dowmn fo an earthy mémorial,
!L - l

signalled the retarn of the band for the
finale that ended with a rousing all-eut
rocking version of Raised on Robbery,
undondtedly the dirtiest song currentiy
on the hit parade,

it’s all about a prostitute trying s
pick up a man in a bar. And for the
flag  wavers, it's Canadian—he’s
watching the Maple Leafs on tefevi-
sion. ‘

Miss Michell showed last night that
she: has matured info an arist wht
can draw from all mysical idioms-and
mike them her own. She is truly a
cutlemporary performer and 1 hope
that we don’t have fo wail as tong as
we did this time for her next appear-

- anee in Toronto,
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The-old folk irnage is-gone and. in its ‘placethera's: a-sensual jazz; singar, .




