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Times 5%l Wriler

An exquisite zinger-wri-
ter from Canada, Jmi
Mitchell, iz currently ap-
pearing al the Troubadour
in her Los Angeles debut,
sharving the hili with
Hedge amd Donna,

Misz  Alitchell's  songs
have been [filtering into
the tvepertoires of other
periormels for a couple of
vears {lan and Svivia have
recnrded "The Cirele
Game,” Judy Collins has
recorded "Both Sides
Now" and "Michael From
Alountains” and Van Ronk
sings "Chelsea Morning”
and "Clouds"),

Recent Record

she, however, onlv re-
rently  ventured to the
Lnited States to rerord an
album for Warner Bros.
and 1o perform here,

The purity and range of
her voive are on a par with
the singing ialents of Joan
Baez and Judy Collins but
her mateirial, all ol which
<he writes. =ety her apait
from evervbady else,

"The cars and buses
hustled through the bed-
lam of the dav." she sings
in "Nathan La Franeer."
Her skill with words also
produces lines such  as
"Midlway down the mid-
way" and "Cart wheels
lurn to car wheels,"

Apart from her deiicale
word plays. her songs
have the strength of good
slories — somelimes even
compresied novels — and
felicately  deseribed
scenes iendered as grace-
ful poems within pretty
mulisic.

she hazs a weallh of
material culting across a
variety of emetions, frem
the humor of a dentist
who collects junk to the
sorrow of a jilted girl to
the joy of a city night,

Nuever Setiles

Her vaice flies flawlessly
threngli the songs, never
sellling inta youline intet-
pretation but emhbroider-
%ng everything beauliful-
¥.

An acoustic guitar is her
only aceompaniment, her
remarks are few and her
movemenis simple, but
het songs need ne dressing
other than her singing,

Mizs Milchell will he
appeuring at the Trouba-
dour through next wesk.
whean Dive van Ronk wiil
replice Hedpge and Donmnai
as second acl.
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