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ROCK MUSIC
by GARRY

RAFFAELE

COURT AND
SPARK, Joni Muchel,
Avylum (WA

( NE OF her previous

lovers  has said ol
Joni Muchell that her
lyrics were embarriass-
ingly  autobiogriaphical,

Suwch sosipoolumn
SN pats rurely mean
much. Birl, i the case of
Mliss Mizchell, they are re-
veuling, For she has shawn
herself, over teur or five
albums 1o be the most
dazeling Ivricst, writer of
her generation.

Her music confinueas (o
Be a summation of the
trends which ebb and Mow
across the popular music
map.

And her writing 15 deep-
Iv persionul. Here she sinps
of freedom in Paris belore

she josned the “star-maker
muvhime, belore sipocess
caught up withh her 1 is a
deep-dark  lamenl, savajge
mor s comminn liment.

Im her words. she has
the sume sense of incisive
awarenes expecicd ol a
muijor  writer  of,  say,
novels. | suy thal becanse
we are im fhe age ol (he
throw-pway . .. and  she
the pop Iveic, in the mun,

w pood for a day, then
throw away,

More with Toni Mitchell
than anyone else 0 her
freld, this & ol true, This
15 durable siunff of Jowve,
of confrontation, of nAced;
it s of people. 'Paople’s
Parties’, & Urack echoing
the worst parly vou have
ever been lo, “Photo beau-
ty pels allention. Then her
cye paini’s nmning down™,

Perceptton and  pitiless

self-knowledge  are her
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self-knowledge  are
stren oths, Ty rically.
if Thal weie all, it would
be close o enough, to be
the mugnificenl writer of
words, Bul it m not all.
Miss Milchell s three
parts — Iyricist. melody
wriler and performer. And
whe rufes  as h!'gh with
melowdy  and  performance
us she does with words.

Melodically, she in far
ahcad of her conlempo-
raries, creatine lines which
rarely rely on that most
vacuous  of atiractions,
comfort and memorability;
that s, Joni  Mitchell's
miclindics are nol meant 19
be whistled — they are
o0 complex by far.

But she oechesirales
thut complexily with a
briliiant, almost showy
conirol so that all flows
with a limpid, glistening
beauty.

Miss Mitchell & & tri-
partite performer — gui-
Larsst, pramisi, snper. Of
the three | prefer the sing-
er because, here, she car-
ries on the meclodic fuid-
ity, stretching and bending
her music ¢ a siream.
Her phrasing is never con-
fined by the obvious — it
flows indo the crannies and
nooks which her own writ-

ing opens up.

‘Court and Spark” is all
of this. It has as much 1o
recall aa did “Blue” and
that was her best albam.

Another joy aboot the
lady is that not ofien does
ldn;hmt:rhh-
her best stand Along

THE _PERCEPTIVE JONI MITCHELL
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