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-~ New-fashioned girl

Joni Mitchell, 50,
makes changes
in her life, work

By MARY CAMPBELL
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Joni Mitchell has
anew record, anew record company
and anew love. She kiddingly calls
herself “the new and improved
Joni.”

“When publicinterest wanesina
detergent, theystick a ‘new and
improved'labelonit. I'mthe new
and improved Joni. I'm going to putit
onmyalbums,” Mitchell said.

“At 50, you've worked things out.
You know yourself pretty well, [saw
aLeonard Cohen quote, ‘After 50, the
anxiety cellsin your brain begin to
deteriorate.””

Her new love is Don Freed and
he'sasinger-songwriter, currently
writer-in-residence in Saskatoon, the
Canadian town where Mitchell grew
up.

“It'sinteresting to fallin love with
ahome boy,” shesaid. “Atthisage, it
isquite exciting. He'sa prairiemutt
like me — Scottish, French and
Scandinavian. He hasthree Indian
bloods, opposed to the one my
parentssay I'maliar forsaying I
have.

“He's working with children,
trying to get them to be creative. He
hasmadeanalbum already, ‘Young
Northern Voices.' [t'simportant
work he'sdoing; it's what we need as
we go into the next century.”

Mitchell, whose hair isstill long,
blond and straight, wore ablack
pantssuitand capand an
enthusiastic expression duringa
recent interview.

She wasmarried briefly inthe
mid-1960s to American folk singer
Chuck Mitchell. She and second
husband Larry Klein, who met when
he played basson her 1982 album,
“Wild Things Run Fast," separated
three years ago, the day before they
began work on her new album,
“Turbulent Indigo.”

“We worked our way through itin
termsof the music,” she says. “We're
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TURNING OVER A NEW LEAF: Joni Mitchell has a new album,
“Turbulent Indigo,” along with a new record label and a new love

interest.

both very proud of thisalbum. I think
it was made under an unusually
difficult situation, which we made
the best of. We emerged as friends.”

Mitchell and Klein co-produced
“Turbulent Indigo,” her firstalbum
for Warner Bros.,a move from
Geffen.""How Do You Stop?" —the

one songshe didn't write — isthe
firstsingle. Her last album was
“Night Ride Home" in 1991.

Since then, she says, she has
written 10 songs, painted 40 pictures,
andtaken careof such problems as
root rot, termites and cracksinthe
pool of her Los Angeles home. She's

also dealt with a woodpecker
peckingthrough the roof of her
cottage in British Columbiaand had
some bouts of poor health.

Mitchell had polio when she was
9,

"I have some difficulties with my
wiringsystem. I have post-polio
syndrome inthe early stages.
Perhapsitcanbe held atbay. It'sa
mysterious thing. We who have had
polio have damaged our wires. It's
similar to multiple sclerosis in that
our bodies don't adjust to extreme
termperatures at all. Exposure toair
conditioning, changesin
temperatureandairplanetravelare
bad,” said Mitchell, who would like
totour.

“Iwentoutin 1982 for nine
months. [ learned the artist is the last
tobe paid. We had four musicians,
each with hisown tech, lightingand
sound people, truckersand roadies,
no brass, nobackupsingers. We were
anentourage of 21, astightas we
could get it.

“You pay the hall rental and the
promoter. The leftover is the gross
The manager, agent and business
manager take 30 percent. You pay
salaries, hotel billsand mealsand if
thereisanything left, the artistis
paid. I made less than the roadies. |
guess that's why people get
sponsorship.”

Mitchell has done a few
performances this year. She took
partina May festivalin Japan, which
included Bob Dylan, Ry Cooder and
Bon Jovi.

“ltwasthe firstof a seriesthey
hope toputoninfront of wonders of
the world,” she said. “That wasthe
oldest woodenstructure in Japan, a
Shinto monastery. International
music had not taken place there in
1,300 years.

“The forests were full of little tiny
deer that bow, One monk said they
taught them to bow. Now it seemsto
beatradition. The babies pick upon
it. Weweren'talways needed. We
had time to wander through the
woods and experience these lovely
creatures.”

Shealso performed at the
Edmonton Folk Music Festivalin
August. “It'snear where my father
comes from.”

Copyright © 2017 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News:



