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Pacino’s ineptitude is good for a lgh

Shlmey Lamel provides fine and worth-
while entefisinment wn Dog Day Afver-
moon. Following a “you win some, you
lowe sosse” fecosd (Murder on dhe Crienn
Expies, Serpica), he bas mastered a pemd)-
ihoey of & strange bul true hank robbery in
August of 972, How ded an incedent
which generaved s much palice partiipa-
tiom and which warranted dawct FBI inber-
venilon escape widespresd public pobice?
Wery simple: the bad puye must hawe joas
owi. A founhk e hank robbery atiempt s
met by the major part of the Bew York
Paolice Degarimens and dewelops into a
Mexicin standafl, With this kind of enthu-
saem, il is no wonder thar Mew York Ciny
™ in danger of poing banknugpl

The award for behind 13 swenes work
goes to the choreographes of crowd scones
and to ihe casting directar, Bolk of whoam
Beighien visual impact, Membenn of the
police losce camp an scallered fire escapes,
on foodtops, sbeng barricades — all cagerly
traisisg their ficearme on bank robber
Semay (Al Pacinoh Avid speciators seamp
barnicades, chanting to the tene of AL
and praising maesiro Sonny. The tim
later hreaks inko a money dance: Sonny
plays rainmaker, and & mad dash for dollar
tills envues. Thesr charming sequences add
o 3 camival ;ir As far as casting is con
orrned, the sdea of a corpulent detecive
srgeant showelisg food into his mouth v
the tram, expressionless FBI ssan empha
sizes the latters efficency. Only the FBI
meen Come chose Do being prefty, othes
chasscters ae equally unaliractir @ the

Eica"

incident in which they are mwolved. Noi
ably so are Sommy's accompiice, 5al {icha
Cazale ), wiso contributes to his image as a
primewal foroe wilh b protnuding fore
head, and Sonny‘s wife who packs her
obesily info a sack in hopes thal her arms
and legs will somehow imd iheir way oul

At the same time, the (il suffers slight
Iy from its fence-sitiag posture, the viewer
15 mever sure whether the intentson of ihe
film is black comedy os merely a
the madividaal, Sonny. Cemanly there is
emough of the making of black comedy ina
robbery puu thal poes awry from the start
with Samny's defficulty = unwrapging his
weapon, with as acne-aged h.wmpl.-.e whi
culs oul on Sonny e fear, and with a teller
who imsists on maksng a resi stop kefore
Being locked in the vault. In addiison, |
amnival of law and cader onto the soene
o snirodedce any clement of oonino
the situatson. The detective sergeani’s
to convisce Sonsy asd Compasy bo
of & sefise of {daikiny

DoES On

Soasy who sales the
e saght call 13l
bul such obatresticoms aee betber kell un
LT

Valur wwslems also Tall wnder scruting
Alibsough standard, wifish American greed
s cansidered by (he populsce an acoepi-
#nle moine for Sonny’s actions, when i
turns oul that Sonny has Ber wile
male this teme - and instead is only 10y
W0 Mise mosey for his “wife’s”
operation. only the gaoulish qeeen oo

L o

Joni Mitchell’s Charlotte
performance is effective

I stayeng power & any sedication of

pratnes, Joni Mitchell re-established hes
claim §o it Saturday mighd a1 the Charlogre
Colseum. With tunes foces her lalese
album, The Hissing of the Sammes Lawns
and Courr and Spmrk dossniting the eve-
ning, Ms. Mitchell poured iBsough scngs
from most of her aibums, but with slec
tsons from Blue strasgely missing

After a pleasani, bl racher usknierest
ing rhyihm and blues se1 by The LA, Ex
prewr, My, Mitchell appesied, casually
dressed, 1o open Ber sl wils Cieip Me
from Court snd Spask. Her first
however, wemed 3 bl hurried and s
depth of feehing

But gter agfew warmap songs, hir
ance tefan o wweep (Broughowt the
ance a3 she led them through “For the
Eoses™” and “Uold Blur Sceel and Sweel
Fire™ from For the Boses “Big Yellow
Tuwi” drew cheers of lamiliar apgeoval
leom thscughoul 1he deliemot

Twa yel usicleassd songi, “Toyole™
and “Dan Juan's Reckless Daughter™ Ragh-
Bghted Saturday’s perlormance, “Coyale,”
a light, lyrically Bumcoous piece, spoke af
a camal romants encounber of & female
hatchhiker, “a prisoner of the white lines
om the freeway.” The bouscy rhythm of
“Don Jwan's Reciless Daughier™ led inbo a
sting of funes from The Hissing of the
Summer Lawna

Acoustica o the Charkalles Calistum ane
notoriowily poar, asd until the second part
of the &l when ald favoowies fram easly
albumi made way [ar sewer songs, ane bad
B0 struggh o endentamd the ymcs. Bug
desgale sound that was only Tair, the dami-
nant element of the comcen was, of courw,
Jomi henell

Ms. Malchell mainfmne 3 very magnebic
prescnce an wlage, ||rur|n| the audiencr In-
ta the madnl of her poelic, Mowing |y
O major dissppoindment of the Charlotie
oncer] was that Jond was reserved vocally
Oty varely did se mwally explore the ex-
tremes of her wide vocal range. Neaker did
she passe to falk to the sudience & she
often dows in her comoeris. The abseace of
dalopes seemed (o keep the (eeling of iati-
macy with the audience 10 a misimum.

Mi. Mitchell cancluded the cancert with
3 high-ipirited series of songs in which her
tack-pp hand, The L A Express, stood oul
for the Fird Eime durisg the show, S fin-
whed with “The Jungle Line,™ 3 namber
with & stromg bas beat and congas, giving

few e

FI-

ihe song a thick Mavoring of the Afmcan
rafighe

The 1hunderois applause and & lomesi af
lghes from matches and cigareite lighters
aler “The Jungle Lire™ booaght foni back
foe an encore (“Twisted™ from Coust and
Spark) and to shake hamds wiib a few of
her fans

Tiaermn Neallvvira

meanity railies &0 his suppart, And, = beep-
g with the matural order of thing, the
mext cowrse of business is ko try boeflect a
reconciliation belween Sonmy asnd
spouse’ Leon (Chns Sas ni. Bat with
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Mighty Clouds of Joy

Perhaps with as much publcity and as
many singles as the Siylslcs of Spinners
hae Bad, The Mighty Clouds of Joy would
B @i notadly secceaslial. Kiekin® (ABCH
sporli some close wocal hasanies and ex-
rellent acrangemenis

Though they were first a ghapel group
The Clouds mow retain lew gospel tones
Some of the lyncs are religious, Tat che
musk of Kickin' is sl rock wiil steady
soul beats. The w h are led by Joe Lyggos
wibd feerm 1o deliver the Byrecs in Aaturally
full coned There i linde fslwria sl
salid, sirasght sounds

Lyon leads “Slighty Bhgh™ (Craedon
[Bsmangh h skalllal vocak - the &
aned drums =8 3 sieady rhy b, Thee
deal wnih meding “ihe maghiy high™
mumc pulses bke a locom
and The Beil are equally esiicing

The Clouds” vemion of “You Are 50
Beautilul™ (Predton, Fober) i al leal i
fine da the origsal, There s @ asoe Baeak
Filled with & smosth peans peece. Ligod re
Rurfi b0 lead (Be cily huskily, yvel de
coroaily. " of the Music in Me™
(Behelll and “Supesstition’ | Woader ) are
s unlikely luses o el Ihrosagh in

5 the
i The vacals

pertwining choruses asd & steady beal. This
rocker i fline Tos dancing
Produced by Dwwid Crowlord assl ae

ramged by Mike Terry, Kickin' i sl ower
prodeced hut i finely coosdimated. The
vorals, xs led by Ligon, ase good. Owerall,
Kickin" demonsitrates thal The Maghty
Clouds of Joy have pop chari patential

Michel Polnareff

Michel Polrareld has beea France's bead-

far seveeal years, Michel
| brings 18 young reck
American
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range. The [empo chasgrs as
apecds aloag hira and Bhon shrss §
] her tone ndenng Man™ | Brack

| B & pane pesr with canciul, prefly
voculs by Polnarelf, “5c Long Beauly™

iBrackmank compleies the album with a
aready Theai and well-perfcemed wocal
scales. This song endy wilh & blues found
with great guitars and cachestration

Falnerell wrote ihe vaned, Fanciful
meiiint dnd projects the Tise Iyrics with oon
dralled skill, O bith slow and [ast iracks,
Michel Polnarell sppears & lavotable eminy
into the pop rece
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The hook contsins many oiher values
prohlems thal ase relevan) b ous gesers
mam, Many of thesm are shart (aibits
ihrown ofl by the swthoa's fertile mind
[twy are vaned ciosgh 0 tha! everyans
shoruld Tind samething inleresting. Zea and
ihe Are of Maesscyele Maintenance should
b an smpayiblie book for all readers
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