Dylan, Mitchell play on their own terms: Disappointing crowd of 8,000 ...
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z Mitchell and Bob Dylan played separate sets at Maple Leaf Gardens last

night. Roots rocker Dave Alvin opened for the musical legends.

y op music has traditionally fed
- on its past. Who can forget, for
gxample, those great Golden-Oldie
iills that used to roll into the old
@ntario Place Forum — The Grass-
mots, The Outsiders, Herman's
Hermits and Gerry and the Pace-
pakers, all playing nothing but Top
en hits for 25 minutes apiece?
“Yeah, well, "Tast night’s pairing of
Bob Dylan and Joni Mitchell —
#layed out before a dlsappomung
¢rowd of 8,000 — decidedly wasn’t
gne of those shows, even though
oth artists are legitimate contem-
poraries of the previously men-

ugh their fans might prefer
dtlierwise — have consciously de-
dided not to wallow in nostalgia. In-
ftead, they continue to perform on
their own terms, not the terms of
istomers paying the freight.

“While Dylan at least superficially
delves into his storied past (al-
though many of the songs are so re-
jorked as to be, at times, virtually
ecognizable), the enigmatic Ms.
Mitchell almost seems to sneer at
hers. Last night's

jher newer material or lesser-
kriown older album cuts. With only
icpuple of exceptions (Big Yellow
axi and Woodstock, which opened
qid closed her performance),

(Harry’s House), at times upbeat
ack Crow) and at times angry
aggressive (Sex Kills). But she
5 rarely playful or accommodat-
. In fact, the two numbers which
gid strike a familiar chord were
played solo, oddly enough, with
foodstock as a virtual lament.

’“Predlctably, many in the audi-

s to “play something” and for
oooobbbbb" occasionally rained

fardless. It was, overall, a some-
¥ 1t self-indulgent set met with

appearance ;

¢entred almost exclusively on ei- .- pherable lyrics. But as soon as he

s — Mitchell was at times som-"

face  grew restless and annoyed

#6wn), but Mitchell carried on re- .
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" on their own terms

Disappointing crowd of 8,000 turns out
for performances of mostly newer material

POP REVIEW
Bob Dylan & Joni Mitchell
at Maple Leaf Gardens on
Thursday
Reviewed by Alan Niester
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‘what can only be described as a
mixed reaction.

The last few times Dylan played
‘Toronto, he came across as some-
thing like Donald Duck fronting
The Grateful Dead,-his’pinched vo-
cals being laid overtop long and
satisfying reck gfooves.- :

Last night, .he came across as
more approachable, earthier and
more humanistic. With the band
performing a large portion of the
set acoustically, this time he came
across more like Donald Duck
fronting The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band.

Like Mitchell's, his set list was to-
tally unpredictable and he dredged
up mimbers that few would have
expected to hear ‘on this night. He
opened with Serve Somebody, a
song that seemed to suggest that
this would be an evening of deci-

" Jaunched into Million Miles, from
last years stunning comeback
album Time Out Of Mind, he was
pretty much back into garbled
slussz

or' Dylan fans, this was a
f:- considerable treats, as
s like Younger Than Yester-

nd” Masters Of War were
dl‘b([géd;up from the archives. Par-
Bcufaﬂy enjoyable was his revisit-
‘of ‘Tangled Up In Blue from
1975's Blood On The Tracks album,
a number that had the audience up
and on their collective feet.

The long evening was opened by
roots rocker Dave Alvin, who par-
layed a Johnny Cash singing voice,
some Woody Guthrie numbers (no-
bly Promised Land and Dough-
Re-Mi) and Little Richard-styled
retro-rock into a short set that —
had more people been around early
in the evening to see it — could
very nearly have stolen the headlin-
ers’ thunder.
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