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oni Mitchell’s
troubles end
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£ By PETER GODDARD H
§ Joni Mitchell's reputation as the frailest of the £ B
§ ultra-frail feminine folksingers come to an abrupt end g S
£ last night at her first Massey Hall concert in years. It £ |
§ ended with a blast of noise, a puff of cigarette smoke, £ Los
g and a vamp's song about psychoanalysis. € Bono
E There was only one problem: many of the 2,600 E newsm
£ people in the capacity audience didn't realize itor at E week
E  —least didn't want to realize it. They had come expecting E la\yyer
Zthe same performer of the past 10 years and six albums; E ny's—
£ . the pale. whispy girl from Saskatoon with buttermilk tion of
§ 'bair, whose sweel. sad songs chronicled her loves, confu- B_e 1
E “sion, guilt and loneliness. begins
g L e . taping
£ Putfing cigarette Cher
§ ?-'_a; So what could they have thought when she arrived 15’0"';‘
£ ‘back on stage for an encore. after a standing ovation, fO w }11‘
g quffed a cigarette, and started a song which began with ourt
§ Ahe:line My analyst told me that I was right out of my up:\ la:)l
: e
3 As played by the five-man rock quintet, Tom Scott l\:f;zset{:'
-gnd-the L. A. Express, this tune—called Twisted, from Inside
“her- most recent album, Court and Spark (Asylum 7E- the n
~3001)—sounded as if it was something Martha Raye might the B
“Hive sung on a World War 1l U.S.0. tour. Not only that, siders
1t wasn't even one of Joni's own. And she didn’t even try Bonos
4o strum her guitar, but simply stood before the micro- ing.
. phone, swaying to Twisted's big band swing rhythms. rift, |
-+ Many people in the crowd refused to believe it had tions
happened at all. Even after she had left the stage for the for (
final time, they kept calling out for old songs. Or was it a stayin
younger Joni and another time they were after? Perhaps. in the
Before her self-styled exile from Los Angeles to Half Mrs
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£  Moon Bay on Vancouver Island two years ago. her pain

£ and struggle and indecision was something everyone
could count on. It all ended up in her songs, year after
.year. And it was a catharsis for her fans; her longing and
:;heir longing meshed marvellously,
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Sang like a winner

< - Last night all that ended. Joni sang like a winner.
“Jler high, keening voice sounded secure and mature on

t!iaz

-pld things like Both Sides Now, and new songs like Free It's
E “Man In Paris, Help Me, or The Same Siiuation. Now 30, Balle
£ ‘she scemed to be providing proof that she knew how to
§ ‘survive, and that she had become the artist she always Ralp
£ :thought she could be. formi
= - [
£ THE ENTERTAINMENT pace in Toronto is increas- t;f'
§ ing. Singer Frankie Laine opens a two-week stint tonight enore
g .at the Hook and Ladder Club. while Rosemary Clooney act |
H fopens at the Royal York's Imperial Room; Salome Bey dolf
-starts at Bourbon St.. and Funk, Inc. opens at the pany
‘Colonial. On Friday, the Paul Butterfleld band is at stand
JUniversity of Toronto Convocation Hall; while Conway A
_Twitty and the Statler Bros, are at Massey Hall, which ity
Swill then house the Bee Gees for two days starting ~Star shoto by Boris Spremo back
Egi:l;?!ai;l s:\:tdthgeétolt?g?:lda}“ the World's Greatest Jazz  FOLKSINGER Joni Mitchell shocked Massey Hull sang like a winner, proof that she knows how to Str I
e P"? Goddard i 'l" ) ] . audience last night with vnmpish.ending to her con- survive and that she’s now the artist she always }:Il:;?é
* eter Goddurd is a Toronto freedance rwriter, cert, Peter Goddard says pale girl from Saskatoon thought she could be. Show ended with a blast. Togue
.|||Illl@!lullllIIlIllIlIIlIlIllIlIllIlIIlIIIIlIIlIllIIIIIIIlIIlIlIIlIIIIlIIIIIIIlIIlIlIIIIlIIlIIIIIIIlIIIIIlIIlIIIIlIIlIlIIlIlIIIIlIIlIII!IIlIlIIlIIIIMHIIIIIIIIIIIIlllIllllIlIIIlIlIlIIlIIlllllllIIIIIIlIIlIIllI|IlIlIIIlIIIIIIIlIIIlIIlIIlIIIIIIIIIlIIIlIIllIIIIIIlIIIlIIlIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIHIHIHIIIII!IIIIIIIIlIIII|IIIlIIIlIlllllll\lIllllllIIlIIIIlI|IIlIIHIIlIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIlIIlIHlIlIﬁ Frid‘
P : ou

"..l\nl-nnn-’-n.n' t’mnmn‘ P A fltn A’nm Music review Max



