Hi-Tech Apple
Aids Reprise

B BY MARILYN A. GILLEN

LOS ANGELES—Reprize Records
and Apple Computer are pocling
their strengths and resources as
part of a new strategie alliance
aimed at jointly promoling and mar-
keting the label's artists and the
computer company’s technologies,

BILLBOARD EXCLUSIVE

The parinership underscores the
mereasing role that computers are
playing in the musie business—
from the consumer-largeted [lash
of enhanced Cls and online sites to
the back-room business applica-
tions of A&R, art direction, man-
agemenl, recording, markeling,
and promotion.

{Comtinued on page 113)

Christian Acts
Enter Mainstream

B BY CARRIE BORZILLO
and DEBORAH EVANS PRICE

NASHVILLE—Mainatream radio
airplay, Lollapalooza-type tours, mosh

DC TALK

pits, snd MTV play are things people
don’'t readily asscciate with Christian
musie, but DC Tall,, Jars OF Clay, Po-
tra, Whiteheart, Newshoys, Guardian,
anid Geoff Moore & the Distance ave
Juat a few of the Christian rock acts
dispelling preconceived notions about

(Continaed on poge 114)
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Jack nga Rises
On ‘Mood Elevator’

SEE PAGE 11

Capitol Sees Rewards Of A&R Strategies

More Beatles Product Promised
In Wake Of ‘Anthology’ Series

B BY CRAIG ROSEN

L35 ANGELES—The Beatles “An-
thology™ series may be just the hegin-
ning of a bateh of new re
leases, ineluding a
previously unissued
acoustie version of “The
Beatles,” the 1968 double
record dubbed “The
While Album.”

Long before the Beat-
les” “Anthology 17 sailed
io the top of The Bill
board 200, a series of
meetings between top
executives at Capitol,
EMI, and Apple Corps, were held Lo
pave the long and winding road to new
Bearles produet.

Prior to 1994's two-CT) set “Live At
The BBC,” there had not been a new
Beatles eompilation released in the
115, sinee 1988, when Lhe label issued
the two “Past Masters™ CDs, which
featured singles and B-sides not in-
cluded on the British versions of the

Mexican Biz

B BY JOHN LANNERT

MEXICO CITY—The Mexican gov-
ermmnent’s ongoing inability to stabi-

THE BEATLES

Deatlea’ albums.

When Gary Gersh thok over as pres-
ident{CEQ of Capitol Records in July
1993, he took stoek of the situation.

“When T arrived at
Capitol, the relationship
between the Beatles and
TIMT had gotten tothe pe-
riod where it was contini-
ally stalled in terms of
gelling new producl oud,
making a new deal, or try-
ing to move forward with
what the potential was for
releasing new Beatles’
product,” Gersh says.

Gersh took his con-
cerns Lo Charles Koppelman, chair-
man/CEO of the EMI-Capitol Musie
Group, and suggested that the execu-
tives and their counterparts in the
[I.K. examine the Beatles’ future.

“ gaid, "We should take a real serious
ook sl peassessing the Beatles aitua-
tion with EMI worldwide, We should
open ol eyes to what the future eould

(Comtinued on page 116)

Artist Development At Record Co.
Reflects Gary Gersh’s Mission

B BY CHRIS MORRIS

LOS ANGELES—As 1995 nears ils
end, Capitol Reeords is starting to reap
the reveards of its artizt development

%

FOC FIC HTEHS

CERSH
atrategy. The Beatles’ “Anthology 1" is
atop The Billboard 200 for the second
week in a row, with sales of over 1.3
million unita, aceording to SoundSean
{age Between The Bullets, page 118).

But Capitol’s mission goes beyond
taking its most heavily promoted
reeord of the year to No. 1, according
to prezident/CEO Gary Gersh.

He says, “IU's important for me Lo
make sure the Beatles record or the
Bub Seger record or the Bonnie Raitt
record is at the highest level it can
poszibly be, and to try and take the

Seeks Stability In Slump

back in the market by the end of this
vear,” sayvs Isaae Massry, owner of
Mixup, a 13-store chain here. “Things

lize the peso haz sent the domestie
record business inte a profound
swoon that most industry executives
fear will persist indefinitely.
“Everybody waz expecting a come-

are worse than people think,”

Due to the contracting demestie
market, Masary was foreed to close
three stores of anolther chain he par-
tially ownz, Diseolandia.

Rodolfo Lépez, general director of
BMG Mexico, deseribes the eurrent
husiness elimate as “a erisis that will

THALIA

ste o hope that the holiday

will help recoup a little of tht has

heen lost during the vest of the year)
Julio Sdens, who was recently ap-

(Continwed on poge £3)

new midlevel artists—the Rosanne
Cashes and John Hiatts and Rohbie
Robertsons—Lo new levels, and the
tuture of our company is elearly bazed
on the breaking of the young ardsta.”

| MICHAEL FRANTI OF
SFEARHEAD
In the last 12 months, Capitol has
enjoyed 2ome success with its roster
of eslablished acts and starled Lo
break through with such feisty new-
comers as the Foo Fighters, Ever-
clear, Radichead, and Spearhead. At
(Centined on prge 116

BB Awards Honor
Joni, TLC, Hootie

B BY BRADLEY BAMBARGER

NEW YORK—LaFaee/Avisty’s TLC,
Atlantic’s Hootie & the Blowfish, and
Tommy Boy's Coolio carned top hon-
ors at the =ixth annual Billboard Mu-

GABRIEL AND MITCHELL

sie Awards here. The evenl was
broadeast live Dee. 6 by the Fox
Breadeasting Co. from the New York

Coliscum in midtown Manhattan,
The Century Award, Billboard's
highest hanor for ereative achieve-
ment, was presented Lo Joni Mitchell
(Continued on poge 117)

Seven Mar Three
Has Mammoth No. 1

SEE PAGE 53
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by Peter Gabviel. In his prezentation,
Gabriel called Mitchell a “true pio-
neer” and “great influence.”

Two speeial awards went to
Michael Jackson and Janet Jackson.
Hecause Michael was rushed to o hos-
pital after collapsing on stage at New
Yurk’s Beacon Thealre, where he was
rehearsing for an upcoming HBO
special, neither of the Jacksons ap-
peared at the event. At press time,
Michael was in stable condition in the
intensive-care unit.

“From a erealive and artistic peint
ol view, this year's show was a high
water mark,” says Howard Lander,
president and publizher of the Till-
board Musie Group. “Additionally, it
wag quite gratifying to reverse the
downward eatings trend currently he-
ing felt by all the music awards
shows, We met with senior Fox exee-
utives immediately following last
Ve 11r|:,wt‘nr(,.lum to plot our strate
- for combating the downturn. It
was a terrific team effort, and we are
very encoursged by Lhe resulls”

The awards broadeast was No. 1in
five key television markets and en-
joyed a 9.8 overnight major-market
Nielsen rating and 15 audience share,
aceor cling to I'ox. Thosge fipures are
up 7% in nimp; and 1% in share from
last year's overnight 9.2 rating/14-
share. The best previous overnight
numbers were 12,4 rating/18 share in
14890, the show, A

The awards are bazed on rankings
in Billhoard’s year-end charts. Com-
plele year-end charts will appear in

S0 grate

Backstage At The Billboard Awards

A backslage vepovt by Lovey Flick, Melindn Newmi,

1
and Pawl Verno from the Billbnord Awards,

BKLLE(}ARD CENTURY AWARD winner Joni Mitch-
ell said she was exeited to begin work on a new album,
pozgibly to be followed by a tour. “I'm playing with this ex-
traordinary young drummer, Brian Blade, and wea're
about to start recording the next album with eptimizm Lo
tour,” she zaid. “So I'm exeited to perform with him in
[ronl ol people, We did alitile gig here al the Fex, just Bri-
an and 1. We sound like a whole orchostra.” Mitchell has
six new songs thus far.

D}‘}F-‘[-'I TE having &0|d maore than 11 million copies of
“Cracked Rear View” and winning honors for album of the
year, Hootie & the Blowfish lead singer Darius Rucker
said he fecls relatively unknown, “Honestly, the first time
1 ever felt remotely famous was last week, when [ got men-
tioned on ‘The Gossip Show’ on 1Y The tabloid-style pro-
gram linked Rockear vomantically with tennis player Mon-
ica Seles. For the record, Bucker says he's never mel
Seles, although he has talked to her onee on the phone.

IN BETWEEN signing autographs for kids backstage, Coo-
lio zaid that the inereazed attention from young people to
recordings like “Gangsta’s Paradise,” which was named sin-
gle of the year, is *a pood feeling, but seary enough to make
me wateh how 1 act and speak in public.” He said it slso defves
hitn to write songs like his new Tommy Boy single, the aafe-
zex anthem “Too Hot.” “T'm not trying to save the world, be-
cauge I know I can’t. But if' T can reach a few people, then I've
done something right.”

J OHN MICHAEL MONTGOMERY, who nabbed the
awards for hest country artist and best country single
(“Sald™), has an interesting way of coping when one of hiz
songs comes on the ear radio. "1 get embarrassed it a song
of mine comes on in the car. Everyone |elze in the car| gets
really quiet and wonders if they should he talking while
it's om or if we should turn it up. So I completely get il out
of their minds and turn to an old-time rock'n'roll station.”

BOXE THUGE-N-HARMONY traveled with a virtual
army of protégés, all of whom are due to record for the
RuthleszMelativity rap posse’s newly formed Mo Thugs
Records, Currenily being courted by several majors lor
distribution, the act will run the label “lfamily style.”
Group member Flesh'n'Bones, who will ent his sole debut

for Mo® Thugs, said there is no other way for the label to
funetion. “We won't lel the devil near us—we counl on
each other and stay tight.”

A’I'JJ:XN’_I'I_C BECORDS act Collective Soul, which won
the Billboard rock track of the year award for the second
eonzecutive year, plans to begin recording a new album in
carly 1996, according Lo lead singer Ed Roland, Bul first,
two band members have some personal business to take
care of. Roland said, “T got married during all this, and the
bass playor got married, too, so the two of us need to go on
honeymeons before our wives leave us!”

s EEN HANGING OTIT backstage were Michael
Bolton and Stevie Wonder, both of whom performed at
the show. Bolton, who has atarted writing for a new album,
says that he and Wonder have dizcuzzed writing together.
#1 used to think if God ehose a voiee to represent him, Ste-
vie Wonder would be the guy. I'd never heard range, emo-
tion, and apirit. Singing along with [his records] made my
voiee more malleable”

NO.J NEW R&DB ARTIST Brandy said she is still pinching
herself over her good fortune in 1995, Tn a year that included
a world tour with Bowz 11 Men and three top 10 hits, the 17-
year-old singer said that one of her more daunting momenta
eame when she was asked 1o record Michael Jackson®s “Rock
With You” for Quiney Jones’ “@'s Jook Joint” opus. “It was
kinda scary at fivst. But it trned out to be a lot of fun. Now I
feel like it's one of my songs, too.”

ED KOWALCEYK of Live, winner of rock artiat of the
year, remembers exactly where he was when he heard
that *Throwing Copper” went to the top of The Billboard
200, “We were playing this possessed place in Boston at
Brandeis University. It's like it was built over an aneicnt.
burial ground or something, We'd found out carlier in the
day that we'd gone to No. 1 exaetly a year after we'd first
appeared on the chart, we'd potten an advanee copy of our
eover story in Spin, and T jumped inw Lhe crowd and was
seared to death that 1'd never get back out, a0 April 26,
1995, is a day I will never forget.”

JU_\I SECADA presented a posthumeous award to Sele-
na, who was named Latin artist of the year. “She was a
very sweel girl; T knew her very well. We were always in
toueh,” he said. *We had talked about working together,
but it never materialized.”

BB AWARDS HONOR JONI, TLC, HOOTIE

Billboard’s Dec. 23 issue.

Presented by Ei]]]m:u-d’q {
ducer and songwriter Bah
honors for artist of the year w ent to
TT.C.. The Atlanta frios “CrazySexy-
Cool” is the best-selling album ever
by an all-female group at 4.8 million
units, aceording to SoundSean. The
only act to eolleet more than two
awards thiz year, TLC also picked up
the top RE&D single award for
“Creep” and was named RED artizn
of the year.

Hootie & the Blowiish, which won
album of the year for “Cracked Rear
View,” and Coolio, who won single of
the year for “Gangsta’s Paradise,”
both performed their bigepest hits ive
on the show,

FProviding the show with a reusing
opening, Hootie & the Blowlizh playved
“Hold My Hand,” as well as the elassic
“Take Me To The River” with soul leg-
end Al Green and a gospel choir, Later
in the evening, Coolio lent the pro-
gram its musical highlight, singing
“Gangsta's Paradise,” his top 5 hit
from MCA's “Dangerous Minds”
soundtrack and the title track from his
latest Tommy Boy album, with fea-
tured singer L.V., a youth choir and
string section, and special guest Stevie
Wonder. A portion of Wonder's song
“Pastime Paradise,” from his album
"%‘lgs In The Key Of Life,” is sam-
pled in Cloolio's s ngls'

Other performers at the event
were rockers the Goo Goo Dolls, who
played “Name"; Mercury Nashville's
Shania Twain, who sang “T'm Quila
Here'; Allantie artist Brandy, who
sang “Brokenhearted” with Wanya
Morris from Motown's Boye 11 Men,
and Columbia's Michael Bolton, who
strung together a medley of his
greatest hits, Virgin artist Tina
Turner gave Lhe linal performance of
the evening, singing the theme song
to the new James Bond film, “Gold-
oney

Miehael Jackson earned a special
TTot 100 award for making chart his-
Lory with his single “You Are Nol
Alone.” The song is the only single to
debut at No. 1 in the 37 years of the
Hot 10, Tssued from Jaelkson's Epic

get “HIStory,” “You Are Not Alene”
entered the chart at the top on Sept. 2
and 15 at No. 51 after 16 weeks. Turn-
ar prasented and aceepted the award
for Michael.

The Artisl Achievement Award
wont to Janet Jackson, celebraling
her many Billboard chart accomplish-
ments. Jackson has notehed more
than 100 weeks on seven Hillboard
charts, including seven No. 1 zingles
on the TTot 100. TTar 1593 Virgin al-
bum, “janet.,” debuted al No. 1 on
The Billboard 200 and the Top R&B
Albums chartz. Basketball superstar
and Jive/BMG recording artist
Shagquille (FINeal presented and ae-
cepted the award for Janet.

The award for country album of the
vear went to Garth Brooks for “The
Hils" (Capilol Nashville), Thanking
country radio programmers, Brooks
accepted the award viz satellite from
Wagshington, D.C., where he waa ap-

ari . on “Larey King
ngle of the year

1" by Atlantie’s John
Michael Monlgomery, who was also
named country artist of the year,

TPor the second straight year, hon-
otz for top roek track went to Atlantic
act Collective Soul. Winning for “De-
cember” this vear, the hand waa hon-
ored for “Shine” in 1994, Rock arlist
of the year went to Radioactive/MCA
act Live.

The award for R&D album of the year
went to Uptown/MCA diva Mary J.
BGlige for “My Life.” The rap single of'the
year was “One More Chance” by Bad
sla's Nolorious BLG, who was
also named ¥ wap artist of the year,

In other awards, Kenny & was vot-
ed eantemporary jazz artist of the
year for the zecond yvear in a row,
Real MeCloy was dubbed new artist of
Lhe year, Brandy was named new
R&PB artist of the year. and Martin
Page earned top adult eontemnporary
single honors for “In The House OF
Stone And Light.”

Nearly 300 million viewers around
Uhe world will have the opporiunicy Lo
watch the Billboard Musie Awards as
the program airs internationally from
Monday (11)-17.

EMIL CHAU

(Continated from page 11)

million peaple aeross Asia,

The talents of Hong Kong-native
(Chau as a singer/songwriter have
segregated him f'rom such huge-
selling pop idols as Lau and Jaecky
Cheung, vet his records invariably
top Mandarin charts in Taiwan, Sin-
gapore, and Malaysia, One of his 21
albums has passed the 1 million-
unil mark. His current Mandarin
release, “Love Will Follow,” also iz
edging toward that level.

Chau, signed to independent Rock
Records, has honed his unique ballad
arrangements through alongtime col-
laboration with Jonathom Lee, one of
Chinese repertoire’s most gifted and
siceesaiul produeera. He is the only
Taiwan artist to scll consistently in
Hong Kong's competitive Cantonese
market; his album “Yon Stand By
Me,” releazed thiz summer, spent a
remarkable 12 weeks in the IFPT's
top 10,

Chau learned his trade playing gigs
at universities and cafes around Tai
wan. He tried his hand as an assistant
producer hefore settling down with
his self-taugeht guitar kills, becoming
one of Roek Record’s top solo acts in
1987, He now aplits his time equally

between Taipei and Hang Kong and
hag acted in six movies.

Lan is & pan-Asis household name.
Alzo 34, he is best known thoughout
the world as a movie star—with 85 ti-
tles to his eredit—hbut it is hiz highly
emotional love ballads that endear
him to virtually every record-buying
demaographic.

Now signed 1o his manager's Mu-
sie Impact lubel, Lau made his
mark in both Mandarin and Can-
tonese with Warner Music Interna-
tional. His biggest sales have been
in Taiwan, where he has twice
passed the 1 million-unil mark,
most recently Wlth his new release,
“Real Forever."

Aliza Chinal is one of India's riging
Hindu pop stars, Her sceond album,
“Made In India,” has remained at the
top of India’s pop charts for six
monlhs and has pussed the 1 million-
unit sales mark.

Az with many Indian artista, Chi-
nai got her start in the industry by
ginging in loeal films. She made the
jump to pop when her lahel, Magna-
sound, put her together with top
writer/producer Biddu.

MIKE LEVIN
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