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Record Mirror, December 24, 1977

JONI MITCHELL: ‘Don
Juan's Reckless Daugh-
ter’ (Asylum BB 701)

ANALYSING a Joni
Mitchell double album
in 400 words after a
weekend’s exposure is
about as sensible a
proposition as review-
ing “War And Peace' on
the strength of 10
chapters or explaining
Shakespeare's tra-
gedies on the back of a
postage stamp.

But it’s not such an
impossible task with
‘Don  Juan's  Reckless
Daughter' as it might
have been, because it
doesn’t have the layers
of flesh to peel that say,
‘Hejira’ or ‘The Hissing
Of Summer Lawns' had.
It's a -step towards
- simplicity, a step I don't
particularly like.

The musical essence
of 'DJRD’ is probably
closer to 'Hejira" than
any other Mitchell opus,
mostly because of Jaco
Pastorius' flying bass
which is used as a lead
instrument, though
more blatantly than on
the lastalbum.

At first glance it
seems a more complex
Mitchell because it has
frills. One'side uses an
orchestra prominently,
and there are lengthy
musical explorations.
There's even a binga
banga bonga drum
passage which takes up
most of side three.
Neither device is used
stupidly or pre-

JONI MITCHELL: step towards simplicity

But this iz more
overstatement than any-
thing else — the sublime
subtlety of ‘Hejira’ is
absent now, replaced
with what, for Joni,
amounts to trickery.

Lyrically, Mitchell is
on something of a
downward spiral. She
peaked with the shi-
vered oblgueness of
‘Summer Lawns', and
now seems 1o struggle a
bit for subjects to
embellish.

is occupied by songs
worryingly close fo
‘Blue Motel Room' on
‘Hejira’, ie slightly twee
(I never thought I'd call
Joni twee! ) though quite
touching love songs, the
best of which is ‘Talk To
Me’, which sheds new
light on Joni's usually
sophisticated persona —
"I didn't know I drank
such a lot 1l T pissed a
tequila anaconda the
full length, of the
parking lot, "

There’s the obligatory

rock 'n' roll {''not mine
those fashion gowns" is
something Joni's been
begging people to
believe for three albums
or so').

The theme of what's
left of .the album is
dreams. ‘Paprika
Plains" which takes up
the whole of one side is
a dream about that old
chestnut, the Red Indian
problem. ‘The Silky
Veils of Ardor' which
containg some- unusuy-
ally embarrasing im-
ages — not the least of
which ig the title — ends
the album with the
lines: “In my dreams

we fly’’, a phrase which

appears bubbling out of
Joni's mouth on the
inner sleeve. 'Dream-
land’ on side three
explores personal para-
dise, ‘Otis And Mar-
lena’, a narrative on the
old hags of Miami
explores geriatric hell
— ‘Dream on y

dreamm, | g -:irea.mm

dmamm

Df course, '‘Don
Juan’s Reckless Daugh-
ter' is a very good
album, Joni Mitchell
would never produce
anything less. Bul the
three previous albums
were each an aspect of
perfection, and this
shows Joni pitfaliing
and regressing, if only
very slightly.

Maybe it!'s just a.lull,

maybe that fat life has |

finally got to her. Jesus
please . let it be the
former, or this decade is

STEVIE WONDER:
‘Anthology’ (Motown
M9-804A3)

OHAY KIDZ,
and figures time again.

One triple album set,
That means 40 tracks
ves. Now, the numero
uno song is a little ditty
entitled 'Thank You
(For Loving Me All The
Way)' which was
recorded in October 1962
when Stevie was Little
and about three years
old.

It fraces his sixties
soar and early seventies
roar.: Like there's
‘Uptight’, ‘Blowin' In
The Wind', ‘I Was Made ®
To Love Her', ‘Shoo Be
Doo Be Doo Da Day’,
‘For Once In My Life’,
‘My Cherie Amour’,
'Y ester-Me, Yester-You,
Yesterday', ‘Signed,
Sealed, Delivered’ and
on and op and on. And
on in fact to December
1971 with ‘Do Yourself A
Favor'.

This all retails at
£g. 9o,

It's bloody
wvellous.

A portrait of the artist
asa young man, I think.
+ ++ ++ BARRY

mar-

CAIN
U-ROY: ‘Rasta Am-
bassador’ (Virgin
V2082)

“THIS I8 U-Roy in the
control tower . . ;

Top originator tuaster
speaking to you, His
third Virgin album —

it's fax

Ambassador' were
whetted earlier this

. year with the release of

the 12'" of '‘Small Axe’
(with rhythm track by
the Gladiators); demon-
strating that neither
Prince Tony Robinson's

production handling nor

U-Roy's venerable
toasting touch had
waned. The 10 slices of
mighty dub out of Harry
J's Jamaiean studio
more than live up to the
promise of that disco
cut.

Here you have back-
ing from the Gladiators
and the ubiguitous JA
team of Robbie Shakes-
pear and Clinton Fearon
{bass), Sly Dunbar
(drums) and Ranchie’s
guitar. Powerful, for-
ward rhythms spurred
on by U-Roy's alternate-
ly monotonic rhymings
and high - pitched yelps
and exhortations.

He's reworked some
earlier dubs, as on 'Tide
Is High' and ‘“Wear You
To The Ball' and the new
toastings are fired with
a fresh and convincing
enthusiasm; hypnotic
intensity, even.

The originators aren't
ATWAYS BEST — this
Criginatoris. Tirelessly

‘and elegantly excellent

« - L won't hear any
different. + 4+ + + +
JOHN SHEARLAW

BURNING
Live’
8513)

SPEAR:
(Island ILPS

THE CONCERT, the

mere seven weeks ago
atthat.

Winston Rodney —
now the heart and soul
and living reality of
Burning Spear — live at
the Rainbow, in an
album that captures
everything of the enrap-
turing, smouldering ex-
cellence of that ocea-
sion. Backed by Aswad
and his own JA horns
men Rodney laid claim
to a stature and
importance as an artist
that, with but few
reservations, could eas-
ily rival Marley.

The packed and
responsive audience
were involved — and
they did but know it — in

4 reggae communion of

the soul. The simple
emotive intensity of
Spear’s honey - and -
smoke voice, his remem-
brance of suffering
through his songs and
the triumph of love and
peace.

Yeah, all that ...
and it worked. He
chants and. croons
‘Slavery Days', ‘Man In
The Hills' and ‘'0Old
Marcus' ending ex-
hortingly (on side one)
with ‘Black Soul' and —
tantalisingly and beau-
Hfully — with ‘Throw
Down Your Arms',

fima.l‘li,r.

Red and green and
gold was the colour of
the Rainbow, as Win-
ston Rodney said. This
ig beth a =uperb
introduction: and a
happy memory . . .'and

tentiously, but the ideas ‘Love' is part ef | song about how much | Beoing fo lose one of its'\| and the best talkover set union and the reunion a giant brimming
wear thin, particularly | ‘DJRD', of course, in the diamonds and pearls last great originals. I've heard this year. which worked . . . talent. + + + + + JOHN
the drum thumpings. faect much of the album | lady likes to go out and + + 4+ + TIMLOTT Appetites for ‘Rasta definitely. And only a SHEARLAW
TRANSPARENT LP
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WHAT'S BELOW IS IMPORTANT

For savan years wa have been the leading mall outlet for oldies and
currant records. Wa issus every forinight a booklat that containg
1,000s of oldiss dating back to the 40 untll the present day, Wa
have also pages on soul, disco; rock and pop, &nd countiry music.
The booklst costs (UK) 1 year £1.10, 8 months 70p (Oversoas) 1 year
£1.76. Wholesale and overseas walcome,

BELOWIS A SMALL SAMPLE OF WHAT YOU'LL FIND IN
OUR BOOKLET

BOB LUMAN A Christmas

LONG PLAYERS
PRICES ALL INCLUDE

POST/PACKING U.X.
DAMNED Music For Plaasura

|£3.35)

RAMOMES Rockets To Russia
|E4.50)

WAR Galaxy (E4.75)

BOZ SCAGGS Down Two Then
Left (£3.35)

THE ALICE COOPER SHOW

BLUE OYSTER C-LILTspamraa
(E4.76)

KISS ALIVE Il [£8,25)

RUNAWAY Waltin' For The
Night (£3.50]

SEXPISTOLS NMrMInd The
Bollocks (£3.60]

DEREK AND CLYVE Come

Again (E3.50)
ELVIS PRESLEY
ELV IS Exclusive Liva Prass

Confarance
MEHF‘HEE TEN FEB 1381 L/P

(E3.99

ELVIS 45 rpm My Way/Amarica
[Pic Sleave BSp)

OVER 50 ELVIS 45 In Stack
Send for List

ELVIS TRIBUTE SINGLES

A DSUMMNER Eivis Has Laft
The Bullding 185p)

MISTY D.O.A, (86p)

LEON EVERETTE Goodbys
King of Rock and Holl (85p)

TEARDROPS Goodnight Elvia

(B5n)
Bllﬁdﬂi BURNETTE

(BSp.
Walcoma Homa Elvis (B5p)
MERLE HAGGARD From o e
KtRCaan Tiie Frpniia "SEND FOR OUR BOOKLET
Land (75p)

TOP SELLING ROCK/NEW

. 1. TALKING HEADS Uh Oh

Tribute [85p)

WAVE RECORDS

1. RAMONES Reckaway
Baach [B5p

2. MARY OF THE 4th FORM
Boomtown Rots (75p)

3, BLONDIE In The Fleah (75p]

4, ADVERTS Safaty In
MNumbars (78p)

5. STEELY DAN The Peg (B5p)

6, RUNAWAYS School ﬂaw

7. KIS% Lovs Gun (85p)
8. HOT RODS Till Thn Might
Is Gone 1
9. LURKERS Frank Show (¥5p)
10. DWIGHTY TWILLEY BAND
Twilley Don't Mind {85p)

Love Camas To Town (85pj
12;DEAD BOYS Sonic Reducar

[?l

13. RICHARD HELL Blank
Goanemtions (7bp)

14, DAMMNED Prablam Child

{750
16, JAM Modam World {75p)
16. 839 I'm Alive {75p)
17. GRAHAM PARKER Maw
York Shuffle (T6p)
18. TOM PETTY Broakdown

)
18. ﬁ%EGH AND CHONG
Bloat On (85p)
20. SOUTHSIDE JOHNNY Love
On The Wrong Side of Town
3

THE HOTTEST DISCO SOUND ARDUND B8p asth

1. EL COCO Cocomotions

2. WAR Galnxy

3. MASTERMIND Hustle
Bus Stop

4, RAYDIO Gat Down/
Jack and Jill

B. LENNY WILLIAMS
Choosing You

FPOST/PACKING: 1 1o & records 10p ovar § — 25p Overseas 10p par
singha. ANl orders seant by mm’:ékw' dont keap you waiting for

W 5. .
*SEND YOUR P.O. OR CHEQUE FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE OR
OUR BOOKLET
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27 BEDFORD HILL, BALHAM
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Adrians

Record Specialists
Wickford Shopping Hall

PUNK
Owver 250 Qld & New
Releaseas inch

G. Parker — EP Pink-. £1.50
Damned — Dont Cry Wolf

75p

Wayne Kromer — Rambling

ROS8 ..civoaiia s 990
Romones — Rock Away

Beach (4 poster). . . 75p

P&P 16p. Free catalague of
punk 4 oldias + 12° with 1st

order lor 20p + stamped
envalopal.

ADRIANS RECORDS
_ WICKFORD, ESSEX

Overseas enguiries welcome
(2 IRC)

Record Specialists
Wickford Shopping Hall

12" SINGLES
Owar 160 01d & MNaw
Releases, incl:
Showdown — Keep Doing
It
Rods — Do Anything . £1.25
J. Carrott — Twelve Days
of Christmas
Yas — Going for the

PEP 15p. Free catalogus of
punk + oldies + 12" with Ist
order{or20p 4 stamped
anvalopal

ADRIANS RECORDS
WICKFORD, ESSEX

Overseasenquiries walcomea
(ZTRC

Reconds and w@apes bought
5|:r]d arnd axchanged

90 Goldhawk Road
Shepherds Bush; London W12
40 Notting Hill Gata, W11
Z8 Pembridge Road
Motting Hill Gata, W11

Talaphone 07-749 2830

HARD TO GET

RECORDS
Why not ask the specialists
in UK aond WSA LP's &
= Singles
ROBINSONS RECORDS
26 BLACKFRIARS STREET
MANCHESTER
Has the following cataloguss
availnble
Cildies bup goldies singles 20p.
Dalered LPs 20p. Country
msic. 30p. Female: vacal 15p
Matown, Soul, Reggoe 15p
Folk & Bluas-15p. Jazz 30p
Mate vooal 30p. Flims oo
Shpws 15p
Sond SAE
plis “mAany  thausands of
unhsred records
fo why nol call, 1end or phone

ROBINSONS RECORDS
Tel, 061-832 2701

Adrians

Record Specialists
Wickford Shopping Hall
12" SINGLES

O 150 Old & Naw
Releases incl,

J. Dread — Laotest Single
............. 99

& & @

Pork Dukes — Bacon
(Yellow)

PEP 30p. Free catalogue of
12" + punk + ocldies with st
order far 20p. 4 stamped
envalope}
ADRIANS RECORDS
 WICKFORD, ESSEX

Ovarseas enquiries welcomea
[ZIRC)

Record Specialists
Wickford Shopping Hell
PUNK
Ovar 260 Old & Now
Releazes incl
Stranglers — 4 trock EP —
Pic sleeve + pink
vinyl
Chris. Spedding —
biking (Pic). . ...
Wosps — Teenage Treots

P&P 30p. Free catslogus of

12° + punk + oldies with 1at

order (or 20p + stamped
envalopa),

ADRIANS RECORDS
WICKFORD, ESSEX

Overseas enguiries welcome
1RC)

REUBENS DISQUES
162 CANAL STREET
NOTTINGHAM

We have. Singles by Lod
Zappelin, Qua, Elton Jahn, T-
${CC, Faa Doming, Crysials.
Everly Bros, Elvis, Jackiﬂ'
Wilson,. Armada Orch,
Tramps. Harold Malvin &
many more, Prices fram 30p:
£l
Alse olbums by
Clapton. Beethart, Spist. Rick
MNetson, Millie Jackson, Diana
Ross. New Seckers, Charlie
Prida, Mae West and many
mare. Prices fram 75p.

Send SAF or Stamped
Addressed Envelope for
Lists,

P ul'&ha ne - ]I%\t&ﬂugﬂ

F'Gl‘,"thﬂﬂﬂ- heavy gauge
100 £4.00; 260 £8,55; 500 £17.00
Paolythena Singles
heavy guage
100 £2.00; 250 £4.50; 600 £85.60
LP Record Covers 12%x12%
in PVC Heavy Duty
25 £3.16;50 £6.05; 100 £11.75
Singlas Size 7Y:x7 In PVC
Heavy Duty
25 £7.65; 50 £3,15; 100 £6.00
Alzoavaifable
Double-Album Coversin PVC
Heawvy Duty at 30p aach
White Cardboard Sleaves
LP Size - 25£4.20; 50 £8.00
Sample Covers at 82p par sat
of5land 1 Cardboard Sleavel
Pozst & Packing inclided in
UK & Eira Only
Mail Order Only
Pastal Order/Chegue with
ardar.

AJCOOK & SON (Dapt AM)
82 DOWNHILLE WAY
TOTTENHAM
LONDON NTTEBD

| Your Song

Including
Mac,

1000°'s in stonk
Albatross, Fleetwood
Apu:h&'FBl — Shadgws
Layia — Dark & The Dominoes
Loeamotion — Little Eva

- Eltan Jahin

Sitver Maching - Hawkwind
' NotInLove — 10.CC

Hi HAa'Silver Lining — Jeti Back
Whiter Shade — Procol Harem
K nrghts in White Satin
Moody Bluges

Nuthush City limits
Turner

Tolsiar — Tornadois
Terry — Twinkie
Baohemian RAhapsody
Shaft — lsanc Hayes :

PLUS ALL LATEST RELEASES
Postage 18 records 5p cach
10 and over.post free s
Send cheque/PO with order 1o

STEREO ELECTRONICS
326 KENTISH TOWN ROAD
- LONDON NWS 2TH
Tel 01485 1241

Al LP510% Off and Posy Frae
I 10p Stamp.for Free Catalogue
L

Ike & Tina

Cuiean

Happy Days at
THE HOUSE OF
OLDIES
Records at
Discount

lssue Mo, 2'of our Mammoth
new Catalogue now available

listing 1,000's  of Golden
Oldies and LPs

Send 25p and large SAE 1o

CRUISIN RECORDS
27 Turnpike Place,
Crawlay, Sussex

SEND S.A.E. FORLIST
ABBA Dancing Queen

Sun
EELLﬂMY BROTHERS Let
Your Lova Flaw
PRINCE BUSTER Al Capone
CHIGAGO If You Leave Ma

MNow
KIKi DEE I've Got The Music
In Ma

{The First Tima)
O JO GUNNE Run, Run, Run
GEORGE HARRISON My
Swaet Lord
HAWEKWIND Silver Machine
MICHAEL JACKSON Bon
ELTON JOHN & KIKI DEE

LINDISFARNE Lady Elsanor
SCOTT McKENZIE San
Franciaco

. 100 Reggoe sing
50 Hit singles

ANIMALS Housa of the Rising

BOB DYLAN Lady Lady Lady
BOBBY GOLDSBORO Summer

Don't Go Bieaking My Heart

MISSED THAT HIT SOUND
WHILE IT WAS AROUND

GET IT FROM THE DEALER WITH ALL
THE CLASSICS

All the singles listed below ars ONLY 76p aach and ars but a amall
selaction from ovar 2,000 titles listed at incredible prices.

JOHN MILES Music

NILSSON Without You/
Evarybody’s Talkin®

ELVIS PRESLEY Jallhouss
Rock

FROCUL HARUM A Whiter
Shade of Pale

GARY PUCKETT Young Girl

DEL SHANNON Runaway

CARLY SIMON You're So Vain

TEN C.C.I'm Mot In Lova

THIN LIZZY Whieky In Tha Jar

EDGAR WINTER Frankenstain

DMLY 30p

4] PIGTURE COVER

WIZZARD | Wish It Could Ba
HKmas Evarydul,r

STOP PRESS

Mow owvar 1.000 Top LPs
agvailable. ot BARGAIN
PRICES

ALEO A GREAT BARGAIN

100 Soul ulnulu {+ £2 if overseas]

las £8 | + £2 if ovorsoas)
{+ E1If ovargaas)

POSTAGE & PACKING (PLEASE DO NOT FORGET THIS}
Z5p EXTRA ANY NUMBER OF RECORDS

OLDIES UNLIMITED pepartment R

6/12 Stafford Streset, St, Georges, Telford
Shro psmm ENQ




