News

by <D ancest?}mf

https://www.newspapers.com/image/1241069401/

San Francisco Chronicle (San Francisco, California) - Mon, Feb 17, 1969

- Page 40

Downloaded on Sep 21, 2025

—
m— —_—

On 'he 'own IR

* The Songs of

Joni Mitchell

OO0 0 Ilcllph J. Gleason

OW THEY'VE all been here, all the young lady
folk singers who are making such heavy box of-
fice reputations for themselves. We've had Joan Baez
and Judy Collins and Buffy St. Marie and this week-

end we had Joni Mitchell at the University of Cali-

fornia.

Miss Mitchell is a Veronica Lake blonde with a
little-girl-blue costume and a guitar. She writes
first class songs (one night last week I heard first
Pete Seeger on the Merv Griffin show and then
Glenn Campbell sing her hit “Both Sides Now")
which are all in great demand by the pop-folk per-
formers. And justly so; they are well constructed
songs with poetic imagery that is consistently graph-
ic and effective. :

As a performer she has a good voice, through
she is uncertain in her a capella numbers and has a
strange style of phrasing rhythmically which was
especially evident in her version of Dino Valente’s
“Let’s Get Together” which she unsuccessfully tried
to make into a sing-along. )

She stays in one place, however, with her style
and her songs and one could wish she would abandon
her gingerbread-and-popsicle palace to tell us where
she’s really at.

The Lamb, which opened the concert, was pre-
tentious, tedious and a bore. Their standing ovation
merely removed all value from the act.
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