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Mitchell sings: cheers and tears

Raeview by Larry Kelp
Shalt Writer

San Francisco—This was one of
“those beautiful moments in which
success goes far beyond planning or
caperience:

Joni Mitchell and the five-man a
cappella group, the Persuasions, sang
her gospel-tinged “Shadows and
Light,” and brought the audience of
7.000 to its feet. all cheering, many.
with tears of joy streaking down
their faces.

Singer-songwriter Joni Mitchell
has embarked on her first tour In
several years. Judging from her Civ-
it Auditorium shows Friday and Sat-
urday before a total of 14,000 fans, it
is a deeply moving success

Music as an art form—which is
how Mitchell regards it—should do
something besides take people’'s mon
@y and leave them with some humm-
able tunes. It has grown out of a
doep need to communicate feelings
that go beyond just words. When the
conditions are Just right, the musi-
cian and sudience become one, bask-
ing in the shared emotion.

And that ls what happened at the
Civie,

Her appearance at last May's
Berkeley Jazz Fesuval was far from
satisfactory. She had assembled an

allstar jazz band 1o help perform
her collaborations with the late
Charles Mingus, but the overabund-
ance of talent on stage never went
anywhere with the musie

In the early *70s her touring band,
the LA. Express, provided pop-jarz
backing, but she soon left it far be-
hind, as ber works became less re-
petitious, mofe linear and dependent
on a growing awareness of jazz im-
provisation,

Mitchell's musical growth has
been chronicled in her recordings.
The recent “Mingus” and 1977's
‘DonJuan's Reckless Daughter”
have been made with the aid of Her-
bie Hancock and the musicians in
Weather Report

Because Mitchell abides by her
own rules of music only, her experi-

ments have confused and sometimes
alienated old fans and jazz buffs

. What's this untrained singer
doing playing with a form in which
she has no? Why doesn't she go back
1o singing her old songs, “Both Sides
Now" and “Woodstock™?

Actually, “Mingus” is the only al-
bum she has done that seems to have
bitten off a bit more than she could
chew. Even it has much to offer,

This new tour proves that Miteh-
ell does know what she's doing.

She has hired some of the young-
est and most well-known names in
Jjazz-fusion for her all-eleetric quintet
feven Mitchell playselectric guitars,
then given them plenty of reom to
play: Weather Report bassist Jace
Pastorius, saxophonist Michael
Brecker, guitarist Pat Metheny and
his pianist Lyle Mays are all in their

Dickinson, Caine in new action film

United Pres
HO VOOD —Angie Dickinson
stars er first major motion pic-

ture role since her Jong-running TV
series hit, “Police Woman,” when she
joins forces with Michael Caine in
“Dressed To Kill

The $5.5 million psychological
murder mystery, 10 be ed in New

York beginning Oct. 15, also stars
Nancy Allen ¥

Bryan De Palma will direct the
American International Pleture with
George Litto producer. The director
and producer last collaborated on
“Obsession” which starred Cliff Rob-
ertson and Genevieve Bujold

Iwenties. Mitchell is 35 and her per-
‘cussionist, Don Alias, is older,

The bulk of the show's songs
came from her mid-'70s albums,
*‘Hissing of Summer Lawns" and
“Hejira.”

Over the course of two hours and
20 songs Mitchell gave each player a
chance to make his statement. But it
Is the mixing and juggling of musi-
cians during various numbers that
was most rewarding.

While Joni sang the lyrics to
“Dreamland.” Alias played congas
and the others added various percus-
sion sounds. When Mitchell finished
The Dry Cleaner from Des Moines,”
Brecker took a lung bop-based sax
solo. Pastorius repeated his standard
bass theatrics; Metheny and Mays
added some crystalline beauty Lo
“Amella.”

Songs featuring the entire band
were vibrant, but often cluttered and
mechanical, obscuring the lyrics.
Yet, as the show progressed, the
bond between audience and perform-
ors grew until the climactic “Shad-
ows and Light."

The gospel-based Persuasions
opened the show with do-wop ver-
sions of R&B. soul, pop and gospel
songs, all done with just five voices
and no instruments.

«Binger-song
writer Joni
Mitchell—on
first tour
in years
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