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DAY AFTER DAY - Joni Mitchell. 
The original version in Standard Tuning E-A-D-G-B-E CAPO:3 
The notes are played around chord shapes indicated. 
I've tried to indicate the individual notes played in the recording but I found that 
her patterns vary...  However, one could easily play this song with basic picking 
once you get into the rhythm of the song - and it still sounds good! 
 

Transcribed by: Patricia Hillis 

 

Intro   Am                        Em       E7/Bm6                  Am   
E-------------0-------------------0------------------------------------2--0------3-0--- 
B---------1----------------------0-0-0----0---------------------0------1--1--1---1-1--1 
G-----2------------2----2-------0---0----1--------1----1------1------2------2---2----2- 
D---2------------2----0--------2--------0 --2-0--------------------2-----------2------- 
A-----------------------------2---------------------2----3-2------0---------- 0-------- 
E-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Am  Day after  Em   day     E7/Bm6    miles and miles of Am  railroad track 
-------------------0-----------------------------------------0------------------------- 
-----1-----1-------0-----0-------------0-----0---------------1-11---------------------- 
----2--2--2------0---0-0-------------1----1-------1------2----------------------------- 
-22-----2------2------2-----------0-----2-------0-------2------------------------------ 
--------------2----------------------------------------0------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

    night after   Em night     E7/Bm6  the humming of the Am wheels 
-------------------0--------------------------------------2--0--------3-0-------------- 
-----1-----1-------0-----0------------0------0------------1--1--1-----1-1-1------------ 
----2--2--2------0---0-0------------1-----1------1------2-----2-----2----2------------- 
-22-----2------2------2-----------0----2-------0-------2-----------2------------------- 
--------------2---------------------------------------0-----------0-------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

C Their  humming seems to E7 say    C     he'll follow you some D    d a y  
--------------------------------------------------------------------2------------------ 
-----1------------1--------0---0------------1------------1----3---3-3------------------ 
----0--------0--0---------0--0------------0--------0--0-----2-2--2--------------------- 
---2-----------2--------0-------2-0------2-----------2-----0--------------------------- 
--3-------------------2---------------3------------------------------------------------ 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

but C someday seems a G6 million E7/Bm6 miles A   away                      Am    
---------------------------------------------0------------0----------0----------------- 
-----------1------1------------0----0--------2--0-0---0h2--2-00--0h1-1-1------1---1---- 
---------0---0-0-------0---0-------1--------2---2-2-2-----------2-------------2--2----- 
--0-----2-----2-----------0-------0--------2----------------------------0h2--2--2------ 
------3------------------2-----2----------0---------------------------------0---------- 
-----------------------3--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 Day after      Em  day        E7/Bm6    make a dollar Am need it twice           
-------------------0--------------------------------------0---------------------------- 
-----1-----1-------0-----0-------------0-----0------------1-1--1----------------------- 
----2--2--2------0---0-0-------------1----1-------1------2---2------------------------- 
-22-----2------2------2-----------0-----2-------0-------2------------------------------ 
--------------2----------------------------------------0------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

night after   Em night         E7/Bm6  lie awake and   Am  dream 
 
--0--------------0--0-------------------------------------3--0--------2-0-------------- 
--1--------------0--0-0-0-------------0------0------------1--1--1-----1-1-1------------ 
------2------------0---0------------1-----1------1------2-----2-----2----2------------- 
--2-2---2-2------2----------------0----2-------0-------2-----------2------------------- 
0--------0-----2--------------------------------------0-----------0-------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 C  days of auld lang   E7 syne        C    moonlight thru    the D pine 
--------------------------------------------------------------------2------------------ 
-----1------------1--------0---0------------1------------1----3---3-3------------------ 
----0--------0--0---------0--0------------0--------0--0-----2-2--2--------------------- 
---2-----------2--------0-------2-0------2-----------2-----0--------------------------- 
--3-------------------2---------------3------------------------------------------------ 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 and C  linen table  G6 cloths all E7/Bm6 stained with A wine              Am           
---------------------------------------------0------------0----------0-------------0--- 
-----------1------1------------0----0--------2--0-0---0h2--2-00--0h1-1-1------1---1---- 
---------0---0-0-------0---0-------1--------2---2-2-2-----------2-------------2--2----- 
--0-----2-----2-----------0-------0--------2----------------------------0h2--2--------- 
------3------------------2-----2----------0---------------------------------0---------- 
-----------------------3--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

    Day after Em day    E7/Bm6    watch the hands move Am round the clock 
---------------0---------------------------------------------0------------------------- 
-----1-----1---0---0-------------------0-----0---------------1------------------------- 
----2--2--2-------0--0-0-------------1----1-------1------2-----2-2--------------------- 
-2------2------2------2-----------0-----2-------0-------2-------2---------------------- 
--0-----------2----------------------------------------0------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

night after   Em night         E7/Bm6   searching for my Am soul 
 
--0--------------0--0-------------------------------------2--0--------3-0-------------- 
--1--1-----1-----0--0-----------------0------0------------1--1--1-----1-1-1------------ 
----2--2--2-------0--0-0------------1-----1------1------2-----2-----2----2------------- 
-22-----2------2------2-----------0----2-------0-------2-----------2------------------- 
--------------2---------------------------------------0-----------0-------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 C so this must be my fate E7          C    to sit and weep and D wait 
----------------------------------------------------------------------2---------------- 
-----1------------1--------0---0------------1------------1----3----3--3---------------- 
----0--------0--0---------0--0------------0--------0--0-----2-2--2-2-2----------------- 
---2-----------2--------0-------2-0------2-----------2-----0--------------------------- 
--3-------------------2---------------3------------------------------------------------ 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 and C pray my darlin' G6 comes E7/Bm6 before too A late 
-------------------------------------------0------------0----------0------------------- 
---------1------1------------0----0--------1--0-0---0h2--2-00--0h1-1-1-0-0----3-------- 
-------0---0-0-------0---0-------1--------2---2-2-2-----------2------------2--3-------- 
------2-----2-----------0-------0--------2------------------------------------3-------- 
----3------------------2-----2----------0-------------------------------------0-------- 
---------------------3----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 

 


